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THE OLYMPIC TENNIS EVENT 
 

OF 
 

THE XXIX OLYMPIC GAMES 
 
 
 
 
 
Published by the International Tennis Federation in accordance with the International 
Olympic Committee, these Regulations cover the 2008 Olympic Tennis Event in 
Beijing, China P.R. 
 
Requests for further information and any questions should be referred to the following 
contacts: 
 
 
  INTERNATIONAL TENNIS FEDERATION 
 
  Bank Lane 
  Roehampton 
  London SW15 5XZ 
  England 
 
  Telephone: +44 20 8878 6464 
  Facsimile: +44 20 8392 4751 (Olympics) 
  
  Email:  olympics@itftennis.com 
  Internet: http://www.itftennis.com 
 
  Contacts: 
  Paul Smith  - Olympic Department 
  Tom Boyle  - Olympic Department 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Each reference to male players also includes female players unless otherwise 
stated. 
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 SECTION I - THE OLYMPIC TENNIS EVENT 
 
1. DATE 
 
 The Tennis Event for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad will be held in Beijing, 

China P.R, from Sunday 10 August  - Sunday 17 August 2008  
 
 The Opening Ceremony of the Beijing Olympic Games will take place on 

Friday 8 August 2008 and the Closing Ceremony will be held on Sunday 24 
August 2008. 

 
2. VENUE 
 
 The venue for the Olympic Tennis Event is the Beijing Olympic Tennis Centre 

at the Olympic Green, Beijing. The Olympic Tennis Centre has a total of 16 
courts, 10 match courts and 6 practice courts. The Centre Court has 10,000 
seats; Show Court No. 1 has 4,000 seats, Show Court No. 2 has 2,000 seats and 
the remaining courts have seating for 200 people. All courts are floodlit. 

 
3. EVENTS 
 

 The following events will be held: 
 
 Men's Singles   64 Competitors 
 Men's Doubles  32 Teams 
      
 Women's Singles  64 Competitors 
 Women's Doubles  32 Teams 
   
4. SURFACE 
 
 The surface of all courts will be DecoTurf II. 
 
5. BALLS 
 
 The Wilson US Open tennis ball will be used for both the Men’s and Women’s 

Event. 
 
6. MEDAL CEREMONIES 
 
 Medal ceremonies, at which all medallists are required to be present, will be 

held at the conclusion of each event. 
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SECTION II - COMPETITORS 
 
1. ELIGIBILITY TO COMPETE AND CONDITIONS OF COMPETING 
 
 (a) Any tennis player is eligible for nomination to the Olympic Tennis Event 

provided he is in good standing with his National Tennis Association 
and the International Tennis Federation ("ITF") as follows: 

 
  i) Is not under a suspension imposed by his National Association, or 

by the International Tennis Federation, or through the imposition 
of a suspension under a Code of Conduct accepted and approved 
by the ITF. 

  ii) Is accepted by his National Association as being under its 
jurisdiction while competing in events for which he has been 
nominated by his Association. 

  iii)* Makes himself available for selection to represent his country in 
any of the International Team Championships of the Federation 
for two (2) of the following years - 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 - 
provided however that one of those years is either 2007 or 2008. 
During the time of such competition, the player must agree to 
accept the jurisdiction of his National Association. 

  iv) Respects the spirit of fair play and non-violence at all times. 
  v) Accepts the conditions of entry of the events he enters, including 

the conditions of any Code of Conduct adopted for those events. 
  vi) Agrees to undergo any medical control and anti doping tests 

which are in operation during the event.  Female players must 
agree to femininity control testing if requested. 

 
 * In 2005, 2006, 2007 or 2008 of the Davis Cup or Fed Cup, a player who 

makes himself available for selection for one Tie will be deemed to have 
fulfilled the requirement for that year. 

 
 (b) As a condition of eligibility, players shall: 
 
  i) Arrange with their National Olympic Committee ("NOC"), 

through their National Tennis Association, to come under the 
formal responsibility and disciplinary control of their NOC and to 
comply with the Regulations established by their NOC for its 
Olympic delegation. 

  ii) Be part of the Olympic delegation of their NOC, who shall be 
responsible for all aspects of participation, including uniform, 
travel, accreditation and accommodation. 

  iii) The period during which this Regulation shall apply is the entire 
duration of the Olympic Games and such period prior, not in 
excess of fourteen days, established by the NOC for purposes of 
preparation for and travel to the 2008 Olympic Games. 
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 (c) While participating in the Olympic Tennis Event a player: 
  i) Must accept all the applicable provisions of the Olympic Charter. 

In the case of matters not covered by the IOC Charter, the current 
Rules of the ITF will be enforced. 

  ii) May not accept, either directly or indirectly, any form of financial 
reward whatsoever in respect of the same, except for any 
payment which may have been established in respect of their 
Olympic team. 

  iii) May not have on his clothing or equipment any commercial 
identifications, and therefore any contractual requirements he 
may have with any person or organisation to have such 
commercial identification must be put into suspension for the 
period of the Olympic Games. (Detailed rules regarding 
manufacturer’s identifications appear in Appendix E - Code of 
Conduct).  

 
2. NOMINATION OF COMPETITORS 
 
 (a) A National Tennis Association, with the endorsement of its NOC, may 

nominate a player provided that: 
  i) The National Olympic Committee is recognised by the 

International Olympic Committee; and 
  ii) The National Tennis Association is affiliated to that National 

Olympic Committee and to the International Tennis Federation. 
  iii) The player conforms to and agrees to abide by Section II of these 

Regulations "Eligibility to Compete and Conditions of 
Competing"; and 

  iv) The player is eligible to represent the country concerned in 
accordance with the Olympic Charter (Appendix A) and  

  v) In the case of male players the player has reached the age of 
fourteen (14) years by 10 August 2008, and in the case of female 
players the player has reached the age of fifteen (15) years by 10 
August 2008, the opening day of the 2008 Olympic Games 
Tennis Event. 

  
 (b) The International Tennis Federation shall be responsible for ensuring 

that all competitors nominated are eligible. 
 
3. NUMBER OF NOMINATIONS PER COUNTRY 
 

(a) A maximum of six (6) men may be nominated by any one country.  
 

 (b) A maximum of six (6) women may be nominated by any one country.  
 
 (c) A maximum of four (4) men may compete in the men’s singles and a 

maximum of four (4) women may compete in the women's singles. 
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 (d) A maximum of four (4) men and four (4) women may compete as teams 
in the men's and women's doubles. 

 
4. ENTRIES 
 
 (a) Only National Tennis Associations which have been members of the ITF 

prior to 1 January 2008 may nominate players for participation in the 
2008 Olympic Tennis Event. For the purposes of such eligibility, both 
Full and Associate Members of the ITF may participate. 

 
 (b) i) Entry forms (by country) will be sent by the ITF to all National 

Tennis Associations eligible to participate no later than 5 
February 2008. 

  ii) The completed Entry forms, endorsed by each National Olympic 
Committee, are to be received by the ITF no later than 3 April 
2008. 

   
5. SELECTION DATES 
 
 (a) By no later than 12 June 2008, the ITF shall confirm to National 

Associations/NOCs the names of players eligible for direct acceptance 
for singles and/or doubles based on the international computer rankings 
of 9 June 2008. 

 (b) By no later than 23 June 2008 the National Associations/NOCs shall  
 
  i) Advise the ITF which of their eligible players have been selected 

to compete in the singles and doubles competitions; and 
  ii) Submit to the ITF their applications for ITF Places. 
 
 (c) By no later than 2 July 2008 the ITF shall select the ITF Places and 

advise the National Associations/NOCs. 
 
 (d) By no later than 2 July 2008 the Tripartite Commission (IOC/NOCs / 

ITF) shall select the 2 Invitations for each of the men’s and women’s 
singles events.  
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 SECTION III - THE COMPETITION 
 
1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF DRAWS 
 
 The maximum number of players accepted into the Competition shall be as 

follows: 
 
 (a) Men's Singles 
  Draw of sixty-four (64) players, with not more than four (4) players from 

any one (1) country, comprising:  
 
  48 Direct Acceptances        
  14 ITF Places    
  2 Invitations    
  
 (b) Women's Singles 
  Draw of sixty-four (64) players, with not more than four (4) players from 

any one (1) country, comprising: 
 
  48 Direct Acceptances  
   14 ITF Places    
  2 Invitations     
    
 (c) Men's Doubles 
  Draw of thirty-two (32) teams, both players from the same country and 

not more than two (2) teams from any one (1) country, comprising: 
 
  24 Direct Acceptances  
  8 ITF Places    
 
 (d) Women's Doubles 
  Draw of thirty-two (32) teams, both players from the same country and 

not more than two (2) teams from any one (1) country, comprising: 
 
  24 Direct Acceptances  
  8 ITF Places    
 
2. CRITERIA FOR SELECTION  
 

(a) Direct Acceptances 
 

i) Men’s Singles 
  Forty eight (48) players will receive direct acceptance into the 

men’s singles event at the 2008 Olympic Tennis Event based on 
the recognised international singles computer rankings of 9 June 
2008. A National Association/National Olympic Committee who 
has more than four (4) players eligible for direct acceptance into 
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the men’s singles event should select its four (4) highest ranked 
eligible players based on the computer ranking. Any player 
nominated and accepted for the singles event will automatically 
be eligible for selection for the doubles event. 

 
  ii) Women’s Singles    

  Forty eight (48) players will receive direct acceptance into the 
women’s singles event at the 2008 Olympic Tennis Event based 
on the recognised international singles computer rankings of 9 
June 2008. A National Association/National Olympic Committee 
who has more than four (4) players eligible for direct acceptance 
into the women’s singles event should select its four (4) highest 
ranked eligible players based on the computer ranking.  Any 
player nominated and accepted for the singles event will 
automatically be eligible for selection for the doubles event. 

  
  iii) Men’s Doubles 

  The ITF will select doubles teams from doubles nominations 
received from National Associations for direct acceptance, taking 
into account the recognised international singles and doubles 
computer rankings of 9 June 2008 and the number and names of 
players already accepted into the singles events. A maximum of 
four (4) men, two (2) doubles teams, from any one country may 
compete in the men’s doubles event. 
Any doubles players ranked 10 or better based on the recognised 
international doubles computer rankings of 9 June 2008 will be 
eligible for selection for direct acceptance for the men’s doubles 
event, providing: 
i) his nominated partner has a recognised international 

singles or doubles ranking on 9 June 2008,  
ii) he and his partner have been nominated as a doubles team 

by their respective National Association/National Olympic 
Committee, and 

iii) the nomination does not bring the total number of male 
competitors from that country to more than six (6). 

 
  iv) Women’s Doubles 

  The ITF will select doubles teams from doubles nominations 
received from National Associations for direct acceptance, taking 
into account the recognised international singles and doubles 
computer rankings of 9 June 2008 and the number and names of 
players already accepted into the singles events. A maximum of 
four (4) women, two (2) doubles teams, from any one country 
may compete in the women’s doubles event. 
 
Any doubles players ranked 10 or better based on the recognised 
international doubles computer rankings of 9 June 2008 will be 
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eligible for selection for direct acceptance for the women’s 
doubles event, providing: 
i) her nominated partner has a recognised international 

singles or doubles ranking on 9 June 2008,  
ii) her and her partner have been nominated as a doubles 

team by their respective National Association/National 
Olympic Committee, and 

iii) the nomination does not bring the total number of female 
competitors from that country to more than six (6). 

    
 b.  ITF Places and Invitations 
 

i) Men’s Singles 
Eight (8) of the fourteen (14) ITF places shall be selected solely 
on the singles computer ranking. The remaining six (6) places 
shall be selected taking into consideration the following: 
 
• Singles Computer Ranking 
• Whether the country is represented in the Tennis Event 
• Number of players on site 
• Geographical location 

 
  ii) Women’s Singles 

Eight (8) of the fourteen (14) ITF places shall be selected solely 
on the singles computer ranking. The remaining six (6) places 
shall be selected taking into consideration the following: 
 
• Singles Computer Ranking 
• Whether the country is represented in the Tennis Event 
• Number of players on site 
• Geographical location 

 
    The two (2) Invitations in each singles event shall be selected by a 

Tripartite Commission comprising the IOC, NOCs & ITF. These 
Invitations will comprise high-level players who are not direct 
acceptances, but who belong to NOCs entering few competitors in other 
sports. The final decision regarding the technical level of the player for 
the allocation of the Invitations will rest with the ITF.  

 
  iii) Men’s Doubles 

Eight (8) ITF Places shall be selected for the men’s doubles 
event. Selection will be based on the total number of athletes 
directly accepted into the Olympic Tennis Event, the recognised 
international computer rankings and geographical location. 
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  iv) Women’s Doubles 
Eight (8) ITF Places shall be selected for the women's doubles 
event.  Selection will be based on the total number of athletes 
directly accepted into the Olympic Tennis Event, the recognised 
international computer rankings and geographical location. 
   

(c) Special Ranking / Entry Protection 
The Special Ranking and Entry Protection for the recognised 
international computer rankings will be used for selection purposes. The 
ranking in effect at the time of selection will apply. 

 
3. WITHDRAWALS 
 
 (a) Singles  
  i) Having received direct acceptance into the 2008 Olympic Tennis 

Event, a player who withdraws for reasons of illness, injury or 
bereavement prior to 12.00 midnight GMT on 2 August 2008 
may be replaced by his National Association/NOC with an 
alternative player from its country who was included on the list of 
players eligible for direct acceptance sent to the National 
Association/NOC by the ITF. 

   If there is no other player on the list from the country from which 
the player withdrew the next highest ranked eligible player, based 
on the international computer rankings of 9 June, 2008, will gain 
direct acceptance providing such player does not bring the 
number of players from that nation to more than four (4) in the 
men’s and women’s singles events. In this case, the next eligible 
highest ranked player will gain direct acceptance. 

 
  ii) A player who withdraws for reasons other than illness, injury or 

bereavement prior to 12.00 midnight GMT on 2 August 2008 will 
be replaced by the ITF with the highest ranked nominated player 
based on the international computer rankings of 9 June 2008, 
providing such player does not bring the number of players from 
that country to more than four (4) in the men’s and women’s 
singles events. In this case, the next eligible highest ranked player 
will gain direct acceptance.   

 
  iii) After 12.00 midnight GMT on 2 August 2008, if a player 

withdraws from the Olympic Tennis Event a player who is on site 
and not competing in the singles event will be selected by the 
Referee and the ITF Technical Delegates to take his or her place. 
The selection shall be based on the latest recognised international 
singles computer rankings and the selected player must not bring 
the number of players from that country in the men’s or women’s 
singles events to more than four (4).  
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(b) Doubles 
  i) Having received direct acceptance into the 2008 Olympic Tennis 

Event a player or team who withdraws for reasons of illness, 
injury or bereavement prior to 12.00 midnight GMT on 2 August 
2008 may be replaced by the National Association/NOC with an 
alternative player or team from its country who was included on 
the list of players eligible for direct acceptance sent to the 
National Association/NOC by the ITF. 

 
   If there is no other player or team on the list from the country 

from which the player or team withdrew the next highest ranked 
eligible team, based on the international doubles computer 
rankings of 9 June 2008, shall gain direct acceptance providing 
such country does not already have two (2) teams in the 
appropriate doubles event.  In this case, the next highest ranked 
eligible team shall gain direct acceptance. 

 
   ii) If a player or team withdraws for reasons other than illness, injury 

or bereavement prior to 12.00 midnight GMT on 2 August 2008, 
the team will be replaced by the ITF by the highest ranked 
nominated doubles team based on the international doubles 
computer rankings of 9 June 2008, providing such country does 
not already have two (2) teams in the appropriate doubles event. 
In this case the next highest ranked eligible team shall gain direct 
acceptance. 

 
  iii) If one player from a team withdraws after 12.00 midnight GMT 

on 2 August 2008 that player may be replaced by a player from 
the same country already in the singles event. 

 
  iv) If a doubles team withdraws after 12.00 midnight GMT on 2 

August 2008, that team shall be replaced by a team comprising 
two players in the singles event. The team will be selected by the 
Referee and ITF Technical Delegates. 

 
(c) ITF Places and Invitations  
 

  Players or a doubles team who receive an ITF Place or an Invitation and 
who subsequently withdraw shall be replaced by alternate players 
selected by the ITF. 
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SECTION IV - TECHNICAL ORGANISATION 
 
1. MANAGEMENT 
 

  The Competition shall be under the direction and control of the International 
Tennis Federation and managed by the Board of Directors of the ITF, in co-
operation with BOCOG and Chinese Tennis Association. 

 
 (a) The ITF Board of Directors is responsible for the general management 

including the approval of the Regulations and the interpretation thereof.  
 
  The duties of the ITF Board of Directors shall include:  
  i) To appoint a General Secretary - Olympic Tennis who shall be 

responsible for the operation of the Olympic Tennis Event. 
  ii) To appoint the Referee for the Olympic Tennis Event. 
  iii) To decide any disputes arising among National Tennis 

Associations participating in the Olympic Tennis Event. 
  iv) To appoint a Jury of Appeal in accordance with the requirements 

of the Olympic Charter, to settle any on-site disputes during the 
Olympic Tennis Event, other than those to be determined by the 
Referee. 

  v) To suspend from the Olympic Tennis Event for such period of 
time as it may determine, any tennis player, Umpire or Official 
who it is considered does not maintain at all times the high ideals 
of the Sport and/or the Competition. 

  vi) To impose penalties laid down in these Regulations. 
 
 (b) The duties of the Olympic Committee shall include: 
  i) To be responsible for overseeing the management and 

presentation of the Olympic Tennis Event. 
  ii) To ensure that all competitors nominated to compete in the 

Olympic Tennis Event are eligible to participate. 
  iii) To recommend Referees/Officials for the Olympic Tennis Event. 
  iv) To confirm the list of Direct Acceptances and Alternates. 
  v) To select the ITF Places and Invitations. 
  vi) To undertake such other duties as may be laid down in these 

Regulations. 
 
 (c) The duties of the Technical Delegates shall include: 
  i) To act on behalf of the ITF and maintain control of the technical 

direction of tennis in the Games of the XXIX Olympiad. 
  ii) To report to the ITF Board of Directors and/or the Olympic 

Committee on all matters relating to the staging and operation of 
the Olympic Tennis Event.  

  
 (d) The Referee shall be responsible for all on-court matters during the 

event. 
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2. GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
 (a) Rules and Regulations 
  The Olympic Tennis Event will be conducted in accordance with these 

Regulations, the Rules of the International Tennis Federation including 
the Rules of Tennis, the Code of Conduct and ITF Duties and 
Procedures for Officials of the current year.  In case of disagreement in 
the interpretation of any of these Rules, the English text shall prevail. 

 
  Any unforeseen incidents not covered by the Rules shall be dealt with as 

follows: 
 
  i) Cases of a general nature shall be resolved in accordance with the 

Olympic Charter. 
  ii) Technical questions shall be resolved according to the Rules of 

the ITF. 
  iii) On-site appeals shall be submitted to the Jury of Appeal. 
 
 (b) Medical Control 

   Doping control tests shall be conducted at the 2008 Olympic Tennis 
Event by the IOC according to IOC rule and in conjunction with the ITF. 

 
 (c) Officials and Court Personnel 
  The following shall be appointed by the Federation: 
 
   1 Referee 
   4 Assistant Referees 
   22 Chair Umpires  
   1 Chief Umpire 
 
  In addition, the Federation will appoint in conjunction with the Referee 

and Host National Association, the Line Umpires necessary for the 
event, of which a maximum of 80 will be from countries other than 
China P.R. 

 
  The Host National Association shall appoint two persons, as deemed 

necessary by the Federation, to be assistants to the Chief Umpire. In 
addition, the Host National Association will appoint the ball persons and 
one official in charge of ball persons. 

  Any selections made by the Host National Association will be done in 
conjunction with the ITF. 

 
  The duties of all court officials shall be those described in the ITF 

Duties and Procedures for Officials. 
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 (d) Jury of Appeal 
  i) The Federation shall select eight (8) persons to form the Jury of 

Appeal.  The persons will be chosen for their knowledge of the 
game, their independence, impartiality and competence.  No more 
than two (2) members of the Jury shall be from the same country. 

  ii) Any player, representative of a National Tennis Association, 
official or other person directly involved in the organisation of 
the Olympic Tennis Event, may submit an appeal to the Jury in 
respect of a ruling given by the ITF, the Referee (where such 
ruling is appealable), or other person, in respect of an incident 
which has taken place during the Games. 

  iii) At least four (4) members of the Jury must be on site during the 
playing of matches, and no decision shall be valid unless at least 
75% of those present and voting so agree. 

  iv) The decision of the ITF Board of Directors shall be final in the 
event of any appeals. 

 
 (e) The Draw 
  The Draw shall be conducted in public and shall be made not later than 

48 hours before the commencement of the Competition. Once the Draw 
has been made there will be no change except for the substitution of an 
alternate into the event as a result of a player's withdrawal. 

 
  If there are two (2) players/teams from the same country they shall be 

drawn into different halves of the Draw. If there are three (3) or four (4) 
players from the same country they shall be drawn into different quarters 
of the Draw. 

 
 (f) Seeding and Draw Procedures 

i) The selection of seeds for the Singles events shall be made by the 
Referee based on the latest available recognised international 
singles computer rankings. The selection of seeds for the Doubles 
events will be at the discretion of the ITF, however the latest 
available recognised international computer rankings shall be a 
primary, but not sole, basis for such selections. 

  ii) The number and position of Seeds shall be as follows: 
 
   Men's/Women's Singles - 64 Draw/16 Seeds 
 
   Seed 1  On line 1 
   Seed 2  On line 64 
   Seeds 3 - 4 Drawn on lines 17, 48 
   Seeds 5 - 8 Drawn from top to bottom on lines 16, 32, 33, 49 
   Seeds 9 -12   Drawn from top to bottom on lines 9, 25, 40, 56 
   Seeds 13 -16 Drawn from top to bottom on lines 8, 24, 41, 57 
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   Men's/Women's Doubles - 32 Draw/8 Seeds 
 
   Seed 1  On line 1 
   Seed 2  On line 32 
   Seeds 3 - 4 Drawn on lines 9, 24 
   Seeds 5 - 8 Drawn from top to bottom on lines 8, 16, 17, 25  
 

iii) Replacement of Seeds 
Any vacancy created by the withdrawal of a seed prior to the 
release of the Order of Play for the first day of play shall be filled 
by the next highest ranked player/team eligible to be seeded. 
Any vacancy created by the withdrawal of a seed after the release 
of the Order of Play for the first day of play shall be filled by 
eligible Alternates. 

    
  iv) Byes 

  Any byes shall be given to the seeded players/teams in 
descending order. 

 
3. CONDUCT OF MATCHES 
 
 (a) Schedule of Play 
  The tentative schedule of play is given in Appendix D and is subject to 

confirmation by the Referee. 
 
 (b) Scoring System 
  All matches shall be the best of three sets except for the men's singles 

and doubles finals which shall be the best of five sets. The Tie-Break 
shall operate in every set except the fifth set in the men's singles and 
doubles finals and the third set in all other matches, when an advantage 
set shall be played. 

 
 (c) Player’s Rest/Medical/Toilet Break/Extreme Weather Conditions 
  The Player’s Rest/Medical/Toilet Break/Extreme Weather Conditions 

rules in Appendix F will apply.    
 
 (d) Persons allowed on Court 
  No persons other than the contesting players, the Referee, Court 

Officials, the ITF Sports Medicine Therapists/Trainers, also known as 
the Primary Health Care Providers, the Tournament Doctor, ballpersons, 
court maintenance personnel and scoreboard operators shall be allowed 
on court during the course of a match except with the approval of the 
Referee.  
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4. MEDALS/DIPLOMAS 
 
 The following Medals and Diplomas will be awarded: 
 
 (a) Singles Events 
  Winner:   Olympic silver-gilt medal and diploma 
  Runner-up:   Olympic silver medal and diploma 
 
  Bronze Medal Play-Off  
  Winner:   Olympic bronze medal and diploma 
  Loser:    Diploma 
 
 (b) Doubles Events 
  Winner:   Olympic silver-gilt medal and diploma 
  Runner-up:   Olympic silver medal and diploma 
 
  Bronze Medal Play-Off 
  Winner:   Olympic bronze medal and diploma 
  Loser:    Diploma 
 
  Losing quarter- finalists Diploma 
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SECTION V - ENFORCEMENT AND AMENDMENTS OF THE 
REGULATIONS 

 
1. ENFORCEMENT OF THE REGULATIONS 
 
 The above Regulations shall be binding on all concerned. The ITF Board of 

Directors may supersede these Regulations in extraordinary conditions and may 
delegate this responsibility to the Referee and Technical Delegates on site. 

 
2. AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS 
 
 These Regulations and the Appendices thereto, may only be amended by the 

ITF Board of Directors who shall only effect amendments in exceptional 
circumstances, or by the International Olympic Committee, as appropriate. 
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     APPENDIX A 
 
 EXTRACT FROM RULE 42  
 OF THE 2007 OLYMPIC CHARTER AND ITS BYE-LAWS  

 
Rule 42   Nationality of Competitors 
 
1. Any competitor in the Olympic Games must be a national of the country of the 

NOC which is entering such competitor. 
2. All disputes relating to the determination of the country which a competitor 

may represent in the Olympic Games shall be resolved by the IOC Executive 
Board. 

 
Bye-law to Rule 42 
1. A competitor who is a national of two or more countries at the same time may 

represent either one of them, as he may elect. However, after having 
represented one country in the Olympic Games, in continental or regional 
games or in world or regional championships recognised by the relevant IF, he 
may not represent another country unless he meets the conditions set forth in 
paragraph 2 below that apply to persons who have changed their nationality or 
acquired a new nationality. 

 
2. A competitor who has represented one country in the Olympic Games, in 

continental or regional games or in world or regional championships recognised 
by the relevant IF, and who has changed his nationality or acquired a new 
nationality, may participate in the Olympic Games to represent his new country 
provided that at least three years have passed since the competitor last 
represented his former country. This period may be reduced or even cancelled, 
with the agreement of the NOCs and IF concerned, by the IOC Executive 
Board, which takes into account the circumstances of each case. 

 
3. If an associated State, province or overseas department, a country or colony 

acquires independence, if a country becomes incorporated within another 
country by reason of a change of border, if a country merges with another 
country or if a new NOC is recognised by the IOC, a competitor may continue 
to represent the country to which he belongs or belonged.  However, he may, if 
he prefers, elect to represent his country or be entered in the Olympic Games by 
his new NOC if one exists. This particular choice may only be made once. 

 
4. Furthermore, in all cases in which a competitor would be eligible to participate 

in the Olympic Games, either by representing another country than his or by 
having the choice as to the country which such competitor intends to represent  
the IOC Executive Board may take all decisions of a general or individual 
nature with regard to issues resulting from nationality, citizenship, domicile or 
residence of any competitor, including the duration of any waiting period.  



  

 

 
 

20

APPENDIX B 
 
 EXTRACT FROM THE BYE-LAW TO RULES 28 & 29 
 OF THE 2007 OLYMPIC CHARTER  

 
 
 
2.3 They (NOC) have the sole and exclusive authority to prescribe and determine 

the clothing and uniforms to be worn, and the equipment to be used, by the 
members of their delegations on the occasion of the Olympic Games and in 
connection with all sports competitions and ceremonies related thereto. 

 
  This exclusive authority does not extend to specialised equipment used by 

athletes of their delegations during the actual sports competitions. For the 
purposes of this rule, specialised equipment shall be limited to such equipment 
acknowledged by the NOC concerned as having a material effect on the 
performance of athletes, due to the specialised characteristics of the equipment. 
Any publicity in respect of any such specialised equipment must be submitted to 
the NOC concerned for approval if there is any reference, express or implied, to 
the Olympic Games. 
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 APPENDIX C 
 
 EXTRACT FROM THE BYE-LAW TO RULE 41 
 OF THE 2007 OLYMPIC CHARTER   

 
 
 
 
3 Except as permitted by the IOC Executive Board, no competitor, coach, trainer 

or official who participates in the Olympic Games may allow his person, name, 
picture or sports performances to be used for advertising purposes during the 
Olympic Games. 

 
 
In the interest of the competitors and with a view to facilitating the practical 
implementation of that Bye-Law, the IOC Executive Board has decided to permit 
competitors who participate in the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (2008 Beijing 
Olympic Games) to allow their person, name, picture or sports performances to be 
used for advertising purposes during the period of the Beijing Olympic Games subject 
to the following three conditions: 
 

1. That the NOC of the competitor has given its express prior written 
consent to each such use (it being understood that, as a general rule, (i) 
the NOCs will not consent to such use for advertising purposes with 
regard to companies who are not Olympic sponsors in their respective 
territories, and (ii) in cases where the advertising might take place 
outside the territory of the NOC of the competitor, the NOC of the 
competitor will take into consideration the effects of its consent on such 
other NOCs); 

  
 2. That before any such use be made in the host country of the 2008 

Beijing Games (i.e. China P.R.), the Organising Committee for the 
Beijing Games (“BOCOG”) has given its express written consent to 
each such use; and 

 
 3. That, in any event, such use is not in relation to the competitor’s 

performance at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 
 
 
Note:  The above does not affect the obligation of competitors to obtain the consent of 
their respective national and/or international sport federations, where the rules of each 
federation so require. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF PLAY 
 
Sunday 10 August 
 
10.30 Men's Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women's Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
17.00 Men’s Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 
Monday 11 August 
 
10.30 Men's Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women's Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
17.00 Men’s Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 
Tuesday 12 August 
 
10.30 Men's Singles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 Women's Singles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
17.00 Men’s Singles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 1st Round 3 sets 
 
Wednesday 13 August 
 
16.00 Men’s Singles 3rd Round 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles 3rd Round 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles Quarterfinals 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles 2nd Round 3 sets 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
 

23

Thursday 14 August 
 
16.00 Men’s Singles Quarterfinals 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles Quarterfinals 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles Semifinals 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles Quarterfinals 3 sets 
 
Friday 15 August 
 
16.00 Men’s Singles Semifinals 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles Semifinals 3 sets 
 Men’s Doubles Bronze Medal Match 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles Semifinals 3 sets 
 
Saturday 16 August 
 
16.00 Men’s Singles Bronze Medal Match 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles Bronze Medal Match 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles Gold Medal Match 3 sets 
 Women’s Singles Medal Ceremony 
 Men’s Doubles Gold Medal Match 5 sets 
 Men’s Doubles Medal Ceremony 
 Women’s Doubles Bronze Medal Match 3 sets 
 
Sunday 17 August 
 
16.00 Men’s Singles Gold Medal Match 5 sets 
 Men’s Singles Medal Ceremony 
 Women’s Doubles Gold Medal Match 3 sets 
 Women’s Doubles Medal Ceremony 
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APPENDIX E 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE 2008 OLYMPIC TENNIS EVENT 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 The aims of the Olympic Movement are: 
 
 - to promote the development of those physical and moral qualities which are 

the basis of sport; 
 
 - to educate young people through sport in a spirit of better understanding 

between each other and of friendship, thereby building a better and more 
peaceful world; 

 
 - to spread the Olympic principles throughout the world, thereby creating 

international goodwill; 
 
 - to bring together the athletes of the world in the great four-yearly sports 

festival, the Olympic Games. 
  
 The aim of this Code is to provide fair and reasonable standards of conduct for all 

players competing in the Tennis Event at the 2008 Olympic Games. 
 
 The Referee shall be the final authority for the interpretation of this Code as to all 

matters arising that requires immediate resolution at the tournament site. 
 
 Each reference in the Code of Conduct to male players also includes female 

players unless otherwise stated. 
 
II. PLAYER COMMITMENT 
 
 No player may withdraw his entry except for reasons of illness, injury or 

bereavement. For players withdrawing for reasons of illness or injury a medical 
certificate must be received by the ITF at the time of withdrawal. If a medical 
certificate is not received at the time of withdrawal, the player will be replaced in 
accordance with Section III, Regulation 4 (a) ii) & (b) ii) Withdrawals. 

 
 Any player violating this section shall be reported to his National Tennis 

Association who will take action in accordance with the appropriate Code.  
 In circumstances that are flagrant and particularly injurious to the success of the 

Olympic Tennis Event, or are singularly egregious, a single violation of this 
Section shall also constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated Behaviour”. 
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III. PLAYER ON-SITE OFFENCES 
 
 A. GENERAL 
  
 Every player shall, during all matches and at all times while within the precincts 

of the tournament site, conduct himself in an orderly and sportsmanlike manner 
and in accordance with the Olympic ideals. The following provisions shall apply 
to each player's conduct while within the precincts of the site. 

 
 B. PUNCTUALITY 

   
  Matches shall follow each other without delay in accordance with the announced 

order of play. The order of play shall be posted at a highly visible place in a 
general players' area as designated by the Referee.  

  The Referee shall designate an official clock for the event. Matches shall be called 
in accordance with the order of play using all available and reasonable means. 
Players shall be ready to play when their matches are called.  

  Any player not ready to play within fifteen (15) minutes after the match is called 
shall be defaulted unless the Referee at his sole discretion, after consideration of 
all relevant circumstances, elects not to declare a default. 

 
 C.  DRESS AND EQUIPMENT 

   
  Every player shall dress and present himself for play in a sportsmanlike manner. 

Clean and customarily acceptable tennis attire shall be worn. 
  1) Unacceptable Attire  
   Sweatshirts, gym shorts, dress shirts, T-shirts or any other inappropriate 

attire shall not be worn during a match (including the warm-up).  
   
  2) Doubles Teams 
   Members of a doubles team shall be dressed in substantially the same 

colours.   
   
  3) Identification 
   No identification shall be permitted on a player or on a player's clothing, 

products or equipment on court before, during or after a match or at any 
press conference or tournament ceremony, except as follows (A player's 
country name on the clothing is not considered to be an identification 
and is legal in any size): 

 
   a) One (1) manufacturer’s identification which does not exceed 

twenty (20) sq.cm shall be permitted on each item of clothing i.e. 
shorts, shirts, skirts, dresses, sweaters and jackets 

    
   b) One (1) manufacturer’s identification which does not exceed six 

(6) sq.cm shall be permitted on socks, shoes, hats, headbands and 
wristbands 
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c) One (1) manufacturer’s identification which does not exceed six 

(6) sq.cm or two (2) manufacturer’s identifications neither of 
which exceed three (3) sq.cm shall be permitted on eyeglasses 

 
   d) One (1) manufacturer’s identification which does not exceed (10%) 

ten per cent of the surface area of the bag up to a maximum of sixty 
(60) sq.cm shall be permitted on bags and racket covers carried on 
to court 

   
  4) Warm-Up Clothing 
   Players may wear warm-up clothing during the warm-up and during a 

match provided it complies with the foregoing provisions and provided 
further that the players obtain the approval of the Referee prior to 
wearing warm-up clothing during a match.   

    
  5) Change and Failure to Comply 
   Any player who violates this Section may be ordered by the Chair 

Umpire or Referee to change his attire or equipment immediately. 
Failure of a player to comply with such order may result in immediate 
default. 

  
 D. TIME VIOLATION / DELAY OF GAME  

   
  Following the expiration of the warm-up period play shall be continuous and a 

player shall not unreasonably delay a match for any cause.  
  A maximum of twenty (20) seconds shall elapse from the moment the ball goes 

out of play at the end of the point until the time the ball is struck for the first serve 
of the next point. If such serve is a fault then the second serve must be struck by 
the server without delay. 

 
 When changing ends a maximum of ninety (90) seconds shall elapse from the 

moment the ball goes out of play at the end of the game until the time the first 
serve is struck for the next game. If such first serve is a fault the second serve 
must be struck by the server without delay. However after the first game of each 
set and during a tie-break, play shall be continuous and the players shall change 
ends without a rest period.  

 
At the conclusion of each set, regardless of the score, there shall be a set break 
of one hundred and twenty (120) seconds from the moment the ball goes out of 
play at the end of the game until the time the first serve is struck for the next 
game.   

 
 If a set ends after an even number of games, there shall be no change of ends 
until after the first game of the next set.   

 
   The receiver shall play to the reasonable pace of the server and shall be ready to 
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receive within a reasonable time of the server being ready. 
   The first violation of this Section shall be penalised by a Time Violation warning 

and each subsequent violation shall be penalised by the assessment of one Time 
Violation point penalty. 

 
When a violation is a result of a medical condition, refusal to play or not returning 
to the court within the allowed time, a Code Violation  (Delay of Game) penalty 
shall be assessed in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule. 

  
 E. AUDIBLE OBSCENITY 

   
 Players shall not use audible obscenity within the precinct of the tournament site. 

Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to US$10,000 for each 
violation. In addition, if such violation occurs during a match (including the 
warm up), the player shall be penalised in accordance with the Point Penalty 
Schedule. In circumstances that are flagrant and particularly injurious to the 
success of the Olympic Tennis Event, or are singularly egregious, a single 
violation of this Section shall also constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated 
Behaviour” and shall be subject to the additional penalties hereinafter set forth 
therefore. 

  For the purposes of this Rule, audible obscenity is defined as the use of words 
commonly known and understood to be profane and uttered clearly and loudly 
enough to be heard by the Court Officials or spectators. 

  
 F. VISIBLE OBSCENITY 
   

  Players shall not make obscene gestures of any kind within the precincts of the 
tournament site. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to 
US$10,000 for each violation. In addition, if such violation occurs during a 
match (including the warm-up) the player shall be penalised in accordance with 
the Point Penalty Schedule. In circumstances that are flagrant and particularly 
injurious to the success of the Olympic Tennis Event, or are singularly egregious, 
a single violation of this Section shall also constitute the Major Offence of 
“Aggravated Behaviour” and shall be subject to the additional penalties 
hereinafter set forth therefore. 

  For the purposes of this Rule, visible obscenity is defined as the making of signs 
by a player with his hands and/or racquet or balls that commonly have an obscene 
meaning. 

 
 G. VERBAL ABUSE 

  
 Players shall not at any time directly or indirectly verbally abuse any official, 

opponent, sponsor, spectator or other person within the precincts of the 
tournament site. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to 
US$10,000 for each violation. In addition, if such violation occurs during a 
match (including the warm-up), the player shall be penalised in accordance with 
the Point Penalty Schedule. In circumstances that are flagrant and particularly 
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injurious to the success of the Olympic Tennis Event, or are singularly egregious, 
a single violation of this Section shall also constitute the Major Offence of 
“Aggravated Behaviour” and shall be subject to the additional penalties 
hereinafter set forth therefore.  

  For the purposes of this Rule, verbal abuse is defined as a statement about an 
official, opponent, sponsor, spectator or other person that implies dishonesty or is 
derogatory, insulting or otherwise abusive. 

 
 H. PHYSICAL ABUSE 

  
 Players shall not at any time physically abuse any official, opponent, spectator or 

other person within the precincts of the tournament site. Violation of this Section 
shall subject a player to a fine up to US$10,000 for each violation. In addition, if 
such violation occurs during a match including the warm up), the player shall be 
penalised in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule.  In circumstances that 
are flagrant and particularly injurious to the success of the Olympic Tennis 
Event, or are singularly egregious, a single violation of this Section shall also 
constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated Behaviour” and shall be subject to 
the additional penalties hereinafter set forth therefore. 

  For the purposes of this Rule, physical abuse is the unauthorised touching of an 
official, opponent, spectator or other person. 

 
 I. ABUSE OF BALLS 
 

Players shall not violently or with anger hit, kick or throw a tennis ball within the 
precincts of the tournament site except in the reasonable pursuit of a point during 
a match (including the warm-up). Violation of this Section shall subject a player 
to a fine up to US$700 for each violation. In addition, if such violation occurs 
during a match (including the warm up) the player shall be penalised in 
accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule.  

  For the purposes of this Rule, abuse of balls is defined as intentionally hitting a 
ball out of the enclosure of the court, hitting a ball dangerously or recklessly 
within the court or hitting a ball with negligent disregard of the consequences. 

 
 J. ABUSE OF RACQUETS OR EQUIPMENT 

  
 Players shall not violently or with anger hit, kick or throw a racquet or other 
equipment within the precincts of the tournament site. Violation of this Section 
shall subject a player to a fine up to US$1,000 for each violation. In addition, if 
such violation occurs during a match (including the warm-up), the player shall be 
penalised in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule.  

 For the purposes of this Rule, abuse of racquets or equipment is defined as 
intentionally and violently destroying or damaging racquets or equipment, or 
intentionally and violently hitting the net, court, umpire's chair or other fixture 
during a match out of anger or frustration. 
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 K. COACHING AND COACHES 
   

  Players shall not receive coaching during a match.  Communications of any kind, 
audible or visible, between a player and a coach may be construed as coaching. 
Players shall also prohibit their coaches (1) from using audible obscenity within 
the precincts of the tournament site, (2) from making obscene gestures of any 
kind within the precincts of the tournament site, (3) from verbally abusing any 
official, opponent, spectator or other person within the precincts of the 
tournament site, (4) from physically abusing any official, opponent, spectator or 
other person within the precincts of the tournament site and (5) from giving, 
making, issuing, authorising or endorsing any public statement within the 
precincts of the tournament site having, or designed to have, an effect prejudicial 
or detrimental to the best interests of the tournament and/or of the officiating 
thereof. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to US$10,000 
for each violation. In addition, if such violation occurs during a match, the player 
shall be penalised in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule.  In 
circumstances that are flagrant and particularly injurious to the success of a 
tournament, or are singularly egregious, the Referee may order the Coach to be 
removed from the site of a match or the precincts of the tournament site and upon 
his failure to comply with such order may declare an immediate default of such 
player. 

 
 L. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 

  
  Players shall at all times conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner and give 

due regard to the authority of officials and the rights of opponents spectators and 
others. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to US$10,000 
for each violation. In addition, if such violation occurs during a match (including 
the warm-up), the player shall be penalised in accordance with the Point Penalty 
Schedule.  In circumstances that are flagrant and particularly injurious to the 
success of the Olympic Tennis Event, or are singularly egregious, a single 
violation of this Section shall also constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated 
Behaviour” and shall be subject to the additional penalties hereinafter set forth 
therefore. 

  For the purposes of this Rule, Unsportsmanlike Conduct is defined as any 
misconduct by a player that is clearly abusive or detrimental to the Sport, but that 
does not fall within the prohibition of any specific on-site offence contained 
herein.  In addition, Unsportsmanlike Conduct shall include, but not be limited to, 
the giving, making, issuing, authorising or endorsing any public statement having, 
or designed to have, an effect prejudicial or detrimental to the best interests of the 
tournament and/or the officiating thereof. 
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 M. BEST EFFORTS 
   
  A player shall use his best efforts to win a match when competing in the Olympic 

Tennis Event. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to 
US$10,000 for each violation. 

  For purposes of this Rule, the Chair Umpire or Referee shall have the authority to 
penalise a player in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule. In circumstances 
that are flagrant and particularly injurious to the success of the Olympic Tennis 
Event, or are singularly egregious, a single violation of this Section shall also 
constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated Behaviour” and shall be subject to 
the additional penalties hereinafter set forth therefore. 

  
 N. LEAVING THE COURT 

   
  A player shall not leave the court area during a match (including the warm-up) 

without the permission of the Chair Umpire or Referee.  Violation of this Section 
shall subject a player to a fine up to US$6,000 for each violation. In addition the 
player may be defaulted and subjected to the additional penalties for Failure to 
Complete Match as hereinafter set forth. 

 
 O.  FAILURE TO COMPLETE MATCH 

   
  A player must complete a match in progress unless he is reasonably unable to do 

so. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to US$10,000. In 
addition a violation of this Section shall subject a player to immediately default 
and shall also constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated Behaviour” and shall 
be subject to the additional penalties hereinafter set forth therefore. 

 
  P. CEREMONIES 
   
  A player must attend and participate in the final ceremonies unless reasonably 

unable to do so. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a fine up to 
US$10,000. 

 
 Q. MEDIA CONFERENCE 

   
  Unless injured and physically unable to appear, a player or team must attend the 

post-match media conference(s) organised immediately or within thirty (30) 
minutes after the conclusion of each match whether the player or team was the 
winner or loser, unless such time is extended or otherwise modified by the Referee 
for good cause. In addition, all players must participate, if requested, in a pre-event 
press conference to be arranged during the two days before the start of the event. 
All media obligations include, but are not limited to, interviews with the host and 
player’s national broadcaster. Violation of this Section shall subject a player to a 
fine up to US$10,000. 
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 R. POINT PENALTY SCHEDULE 
  
The Point Penalty Schedule to be used for violations above set forth is as follows: 

  FIRST offence   WARNING 
  SECOND offence   POINT PENALTY 
  THIRD and each subsequent offence  GAME PENALTY 
 

 However, after the third Code Violation, the Referee shall determine whether 
each subsequent offence shall constitute a default.   

 
S.   DEFAULTS 

 
The Referee may declare a default for either a single violation of this Code 
(Immediate Default), or pursuant to the Point Penalty Schedule set out above.   

 In all cases of default, the decision of the Referee shall be final and unappealable.  
Any player who is defaulted as herein provided may be defaulted from all other 
events, if any, except when the offending incident involves only a violation of the 
Punctuality or Dress and Equipment provisions set forth above, or a medical 
condition or when his doubles partner commits the Code Violation which causes 
the default. 

 
T.   DOUBLES EVENTS 
 
1.   Warnings/Point Penalties/Game Penalties/Defaults 

       Warnings, Point Penalties, Game Penalties and/or a Default if assessed 
for violation of the Code shall be assessed against the team. 

2.   Fines 
Fines for violation of Article III C.2 of the Code relating to the 
requirement of substantially identical attire shall be assessed against 
the team. All other fines for violation of Article III of the Code shall be 
assessed only against the individual member of the team who is in 
violation unless both members of the team are in violation. 

 
 U.  DETERMINATION AND PENALTY 
 

  The Referee shall make such investigation as is reasonable to determine the facts 
regarding all Player On-Site Offences and upon determining that a violation has 
occurred shall specify the punishment therefore, other than under the Point 
Penalty System, and give written notice thereof to the player. 

 
V. PAYMENT OF FINES 

 
Each Grand Slam shall deduct any fine from the player’s prize-money, if any, 
and promptly pay the same to the Grand Slam Development Fund.  
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W. APPEALS 
 

Any player convicted of a violation of a Player On-Site Offence may, after 
paying all fines, appeal to the General Secretary for review of the determination 
of guilt and penalty therefor. Such Notice of Appeal shall be in writing and 
filed by 5.00 p.m. G.M.T. with the General Secretary within ten (10) days after 
the last day of the event. Attached to and included with such Notice of Appeal 
shall be a statement by the player as to the facts and circumstances of such 
incident along with any other evidence that the player desires to submit. 
Upon receipt of such an Appeal, the General Secretary shall conduct a 
reasonable investigation of the facts and circumstances surrounding such 
incident, and shall affirm or reverse in whole or in part the determination of the 
Referee. In the event of a whole or partial reversal the General Secretary shall 
remit to the player all or part of the fines collected in accordance with the 
disposition of the appeal. 

 
 
IV. PLAYER MAJOR OFFENCES 
 
 A.   WAGERS 

 
No player or Related Person (defined hereinafter as including, but not limited 
to, coaches, hitting-partners, therapists, trainers, management representatives, 
family and business associates) shall wager anything of value in connection 
with the Olympic Tennis Event. Violation of this Section by a player, directly 
or indirectly through Related Persons or others, shall subject the player to a 
fine up to $250,000 or the amount of prize money won at the tournament, 
whichever is greater, and a maximum penalty of permanent suspension from 
play in Olympic Tennis Events. 

 
Violation of this Section shall subject a Related Person to a maximum penalty 
of permanent revocation of accreditation and denial of access to Olympic 
Tennis Events. 

 
B.  BRIBES OR OTHER PAYMENTS 

 
No player or Related Person shall offer, give, solicit or accept, or agree to 
offer, give, solicit or accept, anything of value to or from any person with the 
intent to influence any player's efforts or participation in the Olympic Tennis 
Event. 
Violation of this Section by a player, directly or indirectly through a Related 
Person or others, shall subject the player to a fine up to $250,000 or the 
amount of prize money won at the tournament, whichever is greater, and 
maximum penalty of permanent suspension from play in Olympic Tennis 
Events. 
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Violation of this Section shall subject a Related Person to a maximum penalty 
of permanent revocation of accreditation and denial of access to Olympic 
Tennis Events. 

 
C.  AGGRAVATED BEHAVIOUR 

 
No player or Related Person in the Olympic Tennis Event shall engage in 
“Aggravated Behaviour” which is defined as follows: 

 
1.  One or more incidents of behaviour designated in this Code as 

constituting “Aggravated Behaviour”. 
 
2.  One incident of behaviour that is flagrant and particularly injurious to 

the success of the Olympic Tennis Event, or is singularly egregious. 
 

3.  A series of two (2) or more violations of this Code which singularly do 
not constitute “Aggravated Behaviour”, but when viewed together 
establish a pattern of conduct that is collectively egregious and is 
detrimental or injurious to the Olympic Tennis Event. 

 
Violation of this Section by a player, directly or indirectly through a Related 
Person or others, shall subject a player to a fine of up to $250,000 or the 
amount of prize money won at the tournament, whichever is greater, and a 
maximum penalty of permanent suspension from play in Olympic Tennis 
Events. 
 
Violation of this Section shall subject a Related Person to a maximum penalty 
of permanent revocation of accreditation and denial of access to Olympic 
Tennis Events. 

 
 

D.  CONDUCT CONTRARY TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE GAME 
 

No player or Related Person shall engage in conduct contrary to the integrity 
of the game of tennis. If a player is convicted of the violation of a criminal 
law of any country, the punishment for which includes possible imprisonment 
for more than one year, he may be deemed by virtue of such conviction to 
have engaged in conduct contrary to the integrity of the Game of Tennis. In 
addition, if a player has at any time behaved in a manner severely damaging 
to the reputation of the Sport, he may be deemed by virtue of such behaviour 
to have engaged in conduct contrary to the integrity of the Game of Tennis 
and be in violation of this Section. Violation of this Section by a player, 
directly or indirectly through a Related Person or others, shall subject a player 
to a fine up to $250,000 and/or to a maximum penalty of permanent 
suspension from play in Olympic Tennis Events. 
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Violation of this Section shall subject a Related Person to a maximum penalty 
of permanent revocation of accreditation and denial of access to Olympic 
Tennis Events. 

 
E.  DETERMINATION AND PENALTY 

 
 The General Secretary shall cause an investigation to be made of all facts 
concerning any alleged Major Offence and shall provide written notice of such 
investigation to the player involved; the player shall be given at least ten (10) 
days to provide to the General Secretary, directly or through counsel, such 
evidence as the player deems to be relevant to the investigation. Upon the 
completion of his investigation the General Secretary shall determine the 
innocence or guilt of the player involved, and, in the latter case, shall state in 
writing the facts as found by him, his conclusions and his decision fixing the 
penalty to be imposed. A copy of the decision shall be promptly delivered to the 
player and to the Olympic Committee. Upon review the Olympic Committee 
may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the General Secretary and the 
player shall be notified of its decision upon any such review. The determination 
of the General Secretary shall stand unless modified or reversed as above 
provided. 

 
F.  PAYMENT OF FINES 

 
All fines levied by the General Secretary for Player Major Offences shall be 
paid by the player to the Grand Slam Development Fund by delivery to the 
General Secretary within thirty (30) days after receipt of written notice 
thereof. If the fine is not paid in thirty (30) days the General Secretary will 
instruct the next Grand Slam to withhold prize money due to the player until 
settlement is made. 

 
G.  APPEAL 

 
Any player determined to be guilty of a Player Major Offence by the General 
Secretary and providing such determination is not reversed by the Olympic 
Committee as above provided, after paying all fines, may appeal such 
determination for review by written Notice of Appeal filed with the General 
Secretary within ten (10) days after receiving notice of the General Secretary’s 
determination or any modification thereof by the Olympic Committee. 

 
 
V. AMENDMENTS TO THE CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
 No amendment to this Code of Conduct shall be effective unless adopted in 

accordance with the Rules laid down by the International Tennis Federation. 
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APPENDIX F 
 

PLAYERS’ REST/MEDICAL/TOILET BREAK 
 
A.  PLAYERS' REST: 
 
  Between Matches 

 Except when weather or other unavoidable circumstances causes schedule 
disruption, players shall be scheduled for a maximum of one (1) singles match 
and one (1) doubles match per day, which shall not be scheduled less than 
twelve hours after the completion of the last match of such player on the 
preceding day or round. 

 Whenever it is necessary to schedule more than one match in the same day such 
player shall, unless he is in a singles and doubles finals to be played 
consecutively, be given the following minimum rest periods: 

 
• If he has played less than 1 hour  -  ½ hour rest 
• If he has played between 1 hour and 1½ hours  -  1 hour rest 
• If he has played more than 1½ hours  -  1½ hours rest 

 
 
B. MEDICAL 
 

a.  Medical Condition 
 

A medical condition is a medical illness or a musculoskeletal injury that 
warrants medical evaluation and/or medical treatment by the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer (also known as the Primary Health Care Provider) during 
the warm-up or the match. 

 
• Treatable Medical Conditions 

o Acute medical condition: the sudden development of a 
medical illness or musculoskeletal injury during the warm-
up or the match that requires immediate medical attention. 

o Non-acute medical condition: a medical illness or 
musculoskeletal injury that develops or is aggravated during 
the warm-up or the match and requires medical attention at 
the changeover or set break. 

 
• Non-Treatable Medical Conditions 

o Any medical condition that cannot be treated appropriately, 
or that will not be improved by available medical treatment 
within the time allowed. 

o Any medical condition that has not developed or has not 
been aggravated during the warm-up or the match. 

o General player fatigue. 
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o Any medical condition requiring injections, intravenous 
infusions or oxygen, except for diabetes, for which prior 
medical certification has been obtained, and for which 
subcutaneous injections of insulin may be administered. 

b.  Medical Evaluation 
 

During the warm-up or the match, the player may request through the Chair 
Umpire for the Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer to evaluate him/her during 
the next change over or set break. Only in the case that a player develops an 
acute medical condition that necessitates an immediate stop in play may the 
player request through the Chair Umpire for the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer to evaluate him/her immediately. 

 
The purpose of the medical evaluation is to determine if the player has 
developed a treatable medical condition and, if so, to determine when medical 
treatment is warranted. Such evaluation should be performed within a 
reasonable length of time, balancing player safety on the one hand, and 
continuous play on the other. At the discretion of the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer, such evaluation may be performed in conjunction with the 
Tournament Doctor, and may be performed off-court. * 

 
If the Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer determines that the player has a non-
treatable medical condition, then the player will be advised that no medical 
treatment will be allowed. 

 
c.  Medical Time-Out  

 
A Medical Time-Out is allowed by the Referee or Chair Umpire when the 
Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer has evaluated the player and has 
determined that additional time for medical treatment is required. The 
Medical Time-Out takes place during a change over or set break, unless the 
Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer determines that the player has developed 
an acute medical condition that requires immediate medical treatment.  

 
The Medical Time-Out begins when the Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer is 
ready to start treatment. At the discretion of the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer, treatment during a Medical Time-Out may take place off-
court, and may proceed in conjunction with the Tournament Doctor. * 

 
The Medical Time-Out is limited to three (3) minutes of treatment.  

 
A player is allowed one (1) Medical Time-Out for each distinct treatable 
medical condition. All clinical manifestations of heat illness and cramping 
shall be considered as one (1) treatable medical condition. All treatable 
musculoskeletal injuries that manifest as part of a kinetic chain continuum 
shall be considered as one (1) treatable medical condition. 
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A total of two (2) consecutive Medical Time-Outs may be allowed by the 
Referee or Chair Umpire for the special circumstance in which the Sports 
Medicine Therapist/Trainer determines that the player has developed at least 
two (2) distinct acute and treatable medical conditions. This may include: a 
medical illness in conjunction with a musculoskeletal injury; two or more 
acute and distinct musculoskeletal injuries. In such cases, the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer will perform a medical evaluation for the two or more 
treatable medical conditions during a single evaluation, and may then 
determine that two consecutive Medical Time-Outs are required.   

 
d.  Medical Treatment 

 
A player may receive on-court medical treatment and/or supplies from the 
Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer and/or Tournament Doctor during any 
changeover or set break.  As a guideline, such medical treatment should be 
limited to two (2) changeovers/set breaks for each treatable medical 
condition, before or after a Medical Time-Out, and need not be consecutive. 
Players may not receive medical treatment for non-treatable medical 
conditions.  

 
e.  Penalty 

 
After completion of a Medical Time-Out or medical treatment, any delay in 
resumption of play shall be penalized by Code Violations for Delay of Game. 
Any player abuse of this Medical Rule will be subject to penalty in 
accordance with the Unsportsmanlike Conduct section of the Code of 
Conduct.  

 
f.  Bleeding  

 
If a player is bleeding, the Chair Umpire should stop play as soon as possible, 
and the Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer should be called to the court by the 
Chair Umpire for evaluation and treatment. The Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer, in conjunction with the Tournament Doctor if appropriate, 
will evaluate the source of the bleeding, and will request a Medical Time-Out 
for treatment if necessary.  
If requested by the Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer and/or Tournament 
Doctor, the Referee or Chair Umpire may allow up to a total of five (5) 
minutes to assure control of the bleeding.  
If blood has spilled onto the court or its immediate vicinity, play should not 
resume until the blood spill has been cleaned appropriately. 

 
g.  Vomiting 

 
If a player is vomiting, the Chair Umpire should stop play if vomiting has 
spilled onto the court, or if the player requests medical evaluation. If the 
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player requests medical evaluation, then the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer should determine if the player has a treatable medical 
condition, and if so, whether the medical condition is acute or non-acute. 
If vomiting has spilled onto the court, play should not resume until the vomit 
spill has been cleaned appropriately.     

 
h.  Physical Incapacity 

 
During a match, if there is an emergency medical condition and the player 
involved is unable to make a request for a Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer, 
the Chair Umpire shall immediately call for the Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer and Tournament Doctor to assist the player. 
Either before or during a match, if a player is considered unable physically to 
compete, the Sports Medicine Therapist/Trainer and/or Tournament Doctor 
should inform the Referee and recommend that the player is ruled unable to 
compete in the match to be played, or retired from the match in progress. 

 
The Referee shall use great discretion before taking this action and should 
base the decision on the best interests of professional tennis, as well as taking 
all medical advice and any other information into consideration. 

 
The player may subsequently compete in another event at the same 
tournament if the Tournament Doctor determines that the player’s condition 
has improved to the extent that the player may safely physically perform at an 
appropriate level of play, whether the same day or on a later day. 

 
*  It is recognized that national laws or governmental or other binding 
regulations imposed upon the event by authorities outside its control may 
require more compulsory participation by the Tournament Doctor in all 
decisions regarding diagnosis and treatment. 

 
 
C.  TOILET/CHANGE OF ATTIRE BREAK 

 
A player is allowed to request permission to leave the court for a reasonable 
time for a toilet break/change of attire break (women’s events). Toilet breaks 
should be taken on a set break and can be used for no other purpose. Change 
of attire breaks (women’s events) must be taken on a set break. 
In women’s singles events a player is entitled to two (2) breaks during a 
match.  
In men’s singles events, a player is entitled to one (1) toilet break during a 
best of three (3) set match and two (2) toilet breaks during a best of five (5) 
set match. 
In all doubles matches, each team is entitled to a total of two (2) breaks. If 
partners leave the court together, it counts as one (1) of the team’s authorised 
breaks. 
 



  

 

 
 

39

Any time a player leaves the court for a toilet break, it is considered one of the 
authorised breaks regardless of whether or not the opponent has left the court. 
Any toilet break taken after a warm-up has started is considered one of the 
authorised breaks.  
Additional breaks will be authorised, but will be penalised in accordance with 
the Point Penalty Schedule if the player is not ready to play within the allowed 
time. 

   
  
D  FOR WOMEN'S EVENTS 
 
  EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
  a.  Extreme Weather Conditions 
  Extreme weather conditions shall be defined at such time that heat stress, as 

measured by a Heat Stress Monitor, meets or exceeds a heat stress index of 28 
degrees Celsius/82 degrees Fahrenheit. Heat stress is measured by a Wet Bulb 
Global Temperature (WBGT) which is calculated as (0.7 Wet Bulb + 0.2 
Global Temperature + 0.1 Dry Bulb = WBGT). 

  The Referee has the authority to determine if the Extreme Weather Conditions 
Rule will be in effect. In that case, a ten (10) minute break will be allowed 
between the second and third sets. There may also be a delay in the starting 
times of the matches scheduled for play that day. 

  b.  Measurement and Monitoring of Weather Conditions 
  Measurements will be taken a minimum three (3) times during the day. 
  c.  Implementation of the Rule 
  In the event that during the day there is a change in weather conditions and the 

Extreme Weather Conditions Rule is put in effect, matches in progress will not 
be included. 

  In the case of suspended matches, the Referee can reassess the Extreme 
Weather Conditions Rule. 

  d.  Conditions of the Ten Minute Break 
If it is a mutual agreement between the players not to take a ten minute break, 
then play will continue. However, if one player requests it, the ten minute break 
will be taken. 
During the ten minute break, no coaching or treatment will be allowed. 
However, a player will be allowed to receive an adjustment of medical support, 
medical equipment and/or advice from the ITF Sports Medicine 
Therapist/Trainer. 
e. Penalties 
After completion of the ten minute break, any delay shall subject the player to 
Time Violations. 
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