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THE SINGLES GAME

THE COURT

The Court shall be a rectangle 78 feet (23.77m) long and 27 feet (8.23m) wide.
It shall be divided acrossthe middle by anet suspended from acord or metal cable
of amaximum diameter of one-third of aninch (0.8cm), the ends of which shall be
attached to, or pass over, the tops of the two posts, which shall be not more than
6inches(15cm) squareor 6inches(15cm) indiameter. Thesepostsshall not behigher
than 1inch (2.5cm) abovethetop of the net cord. The centres of the posts shall be
3feet (.914m) outsidethe Court on each sideand the height of thepostsshall besuch
that thetop of thecord or metal cableshall be3feet 6inches(1.07m) abovetheground.
When acombined doubles(seeRule34) and singlesCourt withadoublesnetisused
for singles, thenet must besupportedto aheight of 3feet 6inches(1.07m) by means
of two posts, called “ singlessticks”, which shall be not morethan 3inches(7.5cm)
square or 3 inches (7.5cm) in diameter. The centres of the singles sticks shall be
3 feet (.914m) outside the singles Court on each side.

Thenet shall beextendedfully sothat it fillscompl etely the spacebetweenthetwo posts
and shall beof sufficiently small meshtopreventtheball passing through. Theheight
of thenet shall be3feet (.914m) at thecentre, whereit shall beheld downtaut by astrap
not morethan 2 inches (5¢cm) wide and completely whitein colour. Thereshall bea
band covering the cord or metal cable and thetop of the net of not lessthan 2 inches
(5cm) nor morethan 2%2inches(6.35cm) in depth on each sideand compl etely white
in colour. There shall be no advertisement on the strap, band or singles sticks.
Advertisingisallowedonthenet aslongasitisplaced onthepart of thenet thatiswithin
3feet (.914m) of each net post and is produced in such away that it isstill possible
to seethrough thenet. Thisadvertising may not contain white or yellow.
Thelinesbounding the ends and sides of the Court shall respectively be called the
base-linesandtheside-lines. Oneach sideof thenet, at adistanceof 21 feet (6.40m)
fromitand parallel withit, shall bedrawnthe service-lines. The spaceoneach side
of thenet betweentheservice-lineandtheside-linesshall bedividedintotwo equal
partscalledtheservice-courtsby thecentreservice-line, whichmust be2inches(5cm)
inwidth, drawn half-way between, and parallel with, theside-line. Each base-line
shall be bisected by an imaginary continuation of the centre service-lineto aline
4inches(10cm) inlengthand2inches(5cm) inwidth called“thecentremark” drawn
insidethe Court, at right anglesto andin contact with such base-lines. All other lines
shall benot lessthan 1 inch (2.5cm) nor morethan 2 inches (5cm) inwidth, except
the base-line which may be not more than 4 inches (10cm) in width, and all
measurementsshall bemadetotheoutsideof thelines. All linesshall beof uniform
colour. If advertising or any other material isplaced at theback of the Court, it may
not containwhite, or yellow. A light colour may only beusedif thisdoesnot interfere
with the vision of the players.

If advertisements are placed on the chairs of the linesmen sitting at the back of the
court, they may not contain whiteor yellow. A light colour may only beusediif this
does not interfere with the vision of the players.

Note1: InDavisCup, Fed Cup and the Official Championshipsof thelnternational
Tennis Federation, specific requirements with regard to the space behind the
baselineand at thesidesareincludedintherespective Regul ationsfor theseevents.



Note2: At club or recreational level, the space behind each baseline should be not
less than 18 feet (5.5m) and at the sides not less than 10 feet (3.05m).

PERMANENT FIXTURES

The permanent fixtures of the Court shall include not only the net, posts, singles
sticks, cord or metal cable, strap and band, but also, where there are any such, the
back and side stops, the stands, fixed or movabl e seats and chairsround the Court,
andtheir occupants, all other fixturesaround and abovethe Court, and the Umpire,
Net-cord Judge, Footfault Judge, Linesmen and Ball Boyswhenintheir respective
places.

Note: For the purpose of thisRule, theword “ Umpire” comprehendsthe Umpire,
thepersonsentitledtoaseat onthe Court, and all those per sonsdesignated to assist
the Umpirein the conduct of a match.

THE BALL

Balls that are approved for play under the Rules of Tennis must comply with the
following specifications:

a. The ball shall have a uniform outer surface consisting of a fabric cover and
shall bewhiteor yellowincolour. If thereareany seamsthey shall bestitchless.

b. Theball shall conformtotherequirementsspecifiedin Appendix | (Regulations
for making tests specified in Rule 3) Sectioniv for size and be morethan 1.975
ounces (56.0 grams) and less than 2.095 ounces (59.4 grams) in weight.

c. Morethanonetypeof ball isspecified. Eachball shall haveabound of morethan
53 inches (134.62cm) and |ess than 58 inches (147.32cm) when dropped 100
inches(254.00cm) uponaflat, rigidsurfacee.g. concrete. Ball Type 1 (fast speed)
shall haveaforward deformation of morethan .195inches(.495 cm) andlessthan
.235inches(.597 cm) and return deformation of morethan .265inches(.673cm)
andlessthan.360inches(.914cm) at 181b. (8.165kg) load. Ball Types2 (medium
speed) and 3 (slow speed) shall have aforward deformation of morethan .220
inches (.559cm) and less than .290 inches (.737cm) and return deformation of
more than .315 inches (.800cm) and less than .425 inches (1.080cm) at 18 Ib.
(8.165kg) load. The two deformation figures shall be the averages of three
individual readings along three axes of the ball and no two individual readings
shall differ by morethan .030 inches (.076cm) in each case.

d. Forplayabove4,000feet(1219m)inaltitudeabovesealevel ,twoadditional types
of ball may be used.

i.  Thefirsttypeisidentical toBall Type 2 (medium speed) asdefined above
except that the ball shall have abound of morethan 48 inches (121.92cm)
andlessthan 53inches(134.62cm) and shall haveaninternal pressurethat
isgreater than the external pressure. Thistype of tennisball iscommonly
known as a pressurised ball.

ii. Thesecondtypeisidentical toBall Type2 (medium speed) asdefined above
except that the ball shall have abound of morethan 53 inches (134.62cm)
andlessthan 58 inches(147.32cm) and shall haveaninternal pressurethat
isapproximately equal totheexternal pressureand havebeen acclimatised
for 60 daysor more at the altitude of the specific tournament. Thistype of
tennisball iscommonly known asazero-pressure or non-pressurised ball.



Thethird type of ball whichisrecommended for use for play on any court
surface type above 4,000 feet (1219 m) in dtitudeisthe Ball Type 3 (sow
speed), asdefined above.

All testsfor bound, size and deformation shall be made in accordance with the
regulationsin Appendix .

Thelnternational TennisFederationshall ruleonthequestion of whether any ball
or prototypecomplieswiththeabovespecificationsor isotherwiseapproved, for
play. Suchruling may betaken onitsowninitiative, or upon application by any
party withabonafideinterest therein, includingany player, equipment manufacturer
or National Associationor membersthereof. Suchrulingsand applicationsshall
bemadeinaccordancewiththeapplicableReview and Hearing Proceduresof the
International TennisFederation (see Appendix 11).

Notel: Anyball tobeusedinatournament whichisplayed under theRulesof Tennis,
must be named ontheofficial I TF list of approved ballsissued by the I nter national
TennisFederation.

Case 1: Which ball type should be used on which court surface?
Decision. 3 different types of ball are approved for play under the Rules of Tennis,

however:

a. Ball Typel (fast speed) isintended for play on slow pace court surfaces (see
Appendix I).

b. Ball Type2 (medium speed) isintended for play on medium/medium-fast pace
court surfaces (see Appendix I).

c. Ball Type 3 (slow speed) isintended for play on fast pace court surfaces (see
Appendix 1).

THE RACKET

Racketsfailingto comply withthefoll owing specificationsarenot approvedfor play
under the Rules of Tennis:

a. Thehitting surface of theracket shall beflat and consist of apattern of crossed

strings connected to aframe and alternately interlaced or bonded where they
cross, andthestringing pattern shall begenerally uniform, andin particular not
lessdenseinthecentrethaninany other area. Theracket shall bedesigned and
strung such that the playing characteristics areidentical on both faces.

The strings shall be free of attached objects and protrusions other than
those utilised solely and specifically to limit or prevent wear and tear or
vibration, and which are reasonablein size and placement for such purposes.

Theframeof theracket shall not exceed 29inches(73.66¢cm) inoverall length,
including the handle. The frame of the racket shall not exceed 12%zinches
(31.75cm) in overall width. The hitting surface shall not exceed 15%2inches
(39.37cm) inoverall length, and 11%2inches (29.21cm) in overall width.

Theframe, including thehandle, shall befree of attached objectsand devices
other thanthoseutilised solely and specifically tolimit or prevent wear and tear
orvibration, or todistributeweight. Any objectsand devicesmust bereasonable
in size and placement for such purposes.



d. Theframe,includingthehandle, andthestrings, shal befreeof any devicewhich
makesit possibleto changematerially the shape of theracket, or to changethe
weight distributioninthedirection of thelongitudinal axisof theracket which
would alter the swing moment of inertia, or todeliberately changeany physical
property which may affect the performance of theracket during theplaying of
a point. No energy source that in any way changes or affects the playing
characteristicsof aracket may bebuilt into or attached to aracket.

Thelnternational TennisFederation shall ruleon the question of whether any
racket or prototype complies with the above specifications or is otherwise
approved, or not approved, for play. Suchrulingmay beundertakenonitsown
initiative, or upon application by any party with abonafide interest therein,
including any player, equipment manufacturer or National Association or
membersthereof. Such rulings and applications shall be made in accordance
withtheapplicableReview and Hearing Proceduresof thelnternational Tennis
Federation (see Appendix I11).

Case 1. Can there be more than one set of strings on the hitting surface of racket?
Decision. No. Theruleclearly mentionsapattern, and not patterns, of crossed strings.

Case 2. Isthe stringing pattern of aracket considered to be generally uniform and
flat if the strings are on more than one plane?

Decision. No.

Case 3. Canvibration dampening devicesbeplaced onthestringsof aracket and if
so, where can they be placed?

Decision. Y es; but such devicesmay beplaced only outsidethepattern of thecrossed
strings.

Case4. Inthe course of play, aplayer accidentally breaksthe strings of hisracket.
Can he continueto play with the racket in this condition?

Decision. Yes.

Caseb. Canabattery that affectsplaying characteristicsbeincorporatedintoaracket?

Decision. No. A battery isprohibited becauseit isan energy source, asare solar cell
and other similar devices.

SERVER & RECEIVER

Theplayersshall stand on oppositesidesof thenet; theplayer whofirst deliversthe
ball shall becalled the Server, and the other the Receiver.

Case 1. Doesaplayer, attempting astroke, losethe point if hecrossesanimaginary
linein the extension of the net,

a. beforestriking the ball,
b. after striking the ball?

Decision. Hedoesnot losethepointineither caseby crossingtheimaginary lineand
provided hedoesnot enter thelinesbounding hisopponent’ sCourt (Rule20(€)). In
regardto hindrance, hisopponent may ask for thedecision of theUmpireunder Rules
21 and 25.



Case 2. The Server claimsthat the Receiver must stand within the lines bounding
his Court. Isthis necessary?

Decision. No. The Receiver may stand wherever he pleases on hisown side of the
net.

CHOICE OF ENDS & SERVICE

The choice of ends and theright to be Server or Receiver inthefirst game shall be
decided by toss. The player winning the toss may choose or require his opponent
tochoose:-

a. TherighttobeServer or Receiver, inwhich casetheother player shall choose
theend; or

b. Theend, inwhich casethe other player shall choose theright to be Server or
Receiver.

Case 1. Do players have the right to new choices if the match is postponed or
suspended beforeit has started?

Decision. Y es. Thetossstands, but new choicesmay bemadewithrespectto service
and end.

THE SERVICE

Theserviceshall beddiveredinthefollowingmanner. Immediately beforecommencing
toserve, the Server shall stand with both feet at rest behind (i.e. further fromthenet
than) the base-line, and within theimaginary continuations of the centre-mark and
side-line. The Server shall then project theball by handintotheair inany direction
andbeforeit hitstheground strikeit with hisracket, and thedelivery shall bedeemed
tohavebeen completed at themoment of theimpact of theracket andtheball. A player
with the use of only one arm may utilize hisracket for the projection.

Case 1. May the Server in asingles game take his stand behind the portion of the
base-line between the side-lines of the Singles Court and the Doubles Court?

Decision. No.

Case 2. If aplayer, when serving, throws up two or moreballsinstead of one, does
helosethat service?

Decision.No. A letshouldbecalled, butif theUmpireregardstheaction asdeliberate
he may take action under Rule 21.

FOOT FAULT
The Server shall throughout the delivery of the Service:

a.  Notchangehisposition by walking or running. The Server shall not by slight
movementsof thefeet whichdonot materially affect thelocation original ly taken
up by him, be deemed "to change his position by walking or running".

b.  Nottouchwitheitherfoot, any areacother thanthat behind thebase-linewithin
theimaginary extension of the centre-mark and side-lines.
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11.

DELIVERY OF SERVICE

a. Indeliveringtheservice, the Server shall stand alternately behind theright and
|eft halvesof the Court beginningfromtherightinevery game. If servicefrom
awrong half of the Court occursandisundetected, all play resulting fromsuch
wrong service or services shall stand, but the inaccuracy of station shall be
correctedimmediately itisdiscovered.

b.  Theball servedshall passover thenet and hittheground withinthe Service Court
whichisdiagonally opposite, or uponany linebounding such Court, beforethe
Receiver returnsit.

SERVICE FAULT

The Serviceisafault:

a. If the Server commits any breach of Rules 7, 8 or 9 (b);
b. If hemissestheball in attempting to strikeit;

c. If the ball served touches a permanent fixture (other than the net, strap or
band) beforeit hits the ground.

Casel. Afterthrowingaball up preparatory to serving, the Server decidesnot tostrike
at it and catchesitinstead. Isit afault?

Decision. No.

Case 2. In serving in asingles game played on a Doubles Court with doubles posts
and singlessticks, theball hitsasinglesstick and then hitstheground withinthelines
of the correct Service Court. Isthisafault or alet?

Decision. Inserving itisafault, because the singles stick, the doubles post, and that
portion of the net or band between them are permanent fixtures. (Rules2 and 10, and
noteto Rule 24.)

SECOND SERVICE

After afault (if itisthefirst fault) the Server shall serve againfrom behindthe same
half of the Court from which he served that fault, unless the service was from the
wrong half, when, inaccordancewith Rule9, the Server shall beentitledtooneservice
only from behind the other half.

Case 1. A player servesfrom awrong Court. He loses the point and then claimsit
was afault because of hiswrong station.

Decision. Thepoint standsasplayed and the next serviceshould befromthecorrect
station according to the score.

Case2. Thepoint scorebeing 15all, the Server, by mistake, servesfromtheleft-hand
Court. Hewinsthepoint. Hethen servesagainfromtheright-hand Court, delivering
afault. Thismistakein stationisthen discovered. sheentitledtothepreviouspoint?
From which Court should he next serve?



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Decision. Thepreviouspoint stands. Thenext service should befromtheleft-hand
Court, the score being 30/15, and the Server having served onefault.

WHEN TO SERVE

The Server shall not serveuntil theReceiver isready. If thelatter attemptstoreturn
theservice, heshall bedeemed ready. If, however, the Receiver signifiesthat heis
not ready, he may not claim afault because the ball does not hit the ground within
thelimitsfixed for the service.

THE LET

In all caseswhere alet hasto be called under the rules, or to provide for an
interruptionto play, it shall havethefollowing interpretations:-

a. When called solely in respective of a service that one service only shall be
replayed.
b.  When called under any other circumstance, the point shall bereplayed.

Casel. A serviceisinterrupted by somecauseoutsidethosedefinedinRule14. Should
theserviceonly bereplayed?

Decision. No. Thewhole point must be replayed.

Case 2. If aball in play becomes broken, should alet be called?
Decision. Yes.

THE “LET” IN SERVICE
The Serviceisalet:-

a. Iftheball servedtouchesthenet, strap or band, andisotherwisegood, or, after
touchingthenet, strap or band, touchesthe Receiver or anythingwhichhewears
or carries before hitting the ground.

b. Ifaserviceorafaultisdelivered whentheReceiverisnotready (seeRule12).

Incaseof alet, that particular serviceshall not count, andthe Server shall serveagain,
but a servicelet does not annul a previousfault.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Attheend of thefirst gametheReceiver shall become Server, andthe Server Receiver;
and so on alternately in all the subsequent games of amatch. If aplayer servesout
of turn, the player who ought to have served shall serve as soon as the mistakeis
discovered, but all points scored before such discovery shall stand. A fault served
before such discovery shall not stand. If agame shall have been completed before
such discovery, the order of service shall remain asaltered.

WHEN PLAYERS CHANGE ENDS

The players shall change ends at the end of the first, third and every subsequent
alternategameof each set, and at theend of each set unl essthetotal number of games



17.

18.

19.

20.

insuchsetiseven, inwhich casethechangeisnot madeuntil theend of thefirst game
of the next set.

If amistakeismade and the correct sequenceis not followed the players must take
up their correct station as soon as the discovery is made and follow their original
sequence.

THE BALL IN PLAY

A ball isin play from the moment at which it isdelivered in service. Unless afault
oraletiscalledit remainsin play until the point is decided.

Case 1. A player failsto makeagood return. No call ismade and theball remainsin
play. May hisopponent |ater claim the point after therally has ended?

Decision. No. The point may not be claimed if the players continueto play after the
error has been made, provided the opponent was not hindered.

SERVER WINS POINT
The Server winsthe Point:-

a. Iftheball served, not beingalet under Rule14, touchestheReceiver or anything
which hewears or carries, beforeit hitsthe ground;

b. If the Receiver otherwiseloses the point as provided by Rule 20.

RECEIVER WINS POINT
The Receiver winsthe Point:-

a.  |f the Server servestwo consecutive faults;
b. If the Server otherwise loses the point as provided by Rule 20.

PLAYER LOSES POINT

A player losesthe point if:-

a. Hefails, beforetheball in play hashit theground twiceconsecutively, toreturn
it directly over the net (except as provided in Rule 24 (a) or (c)); or

b. Hereturns the ball in play so that it hits the ground, a permanent fixture,
or other object, outside any of the lines which bounds his opponent’s
Court (except as provided in Rule 24 () or (c)); or

c. Hevolleystheball andfailsto makeagood return even when standing outside
the Court: or

d. Inplayingtheball hedeliberately carriesor catchesit onhisracket or deliberately
touchesit with hisracket more than once; or

e Heorhisracket (inhishand or otherwise) or anything which hewearsor carries
touchesthe net, posts, singles sticks, cord or metal cable, strap or band, or the
ground within his opponent’s Court at any time while the ball isin play; or

f.  Hevolleystheball beforeit has passed the net; or



g. Thebal in play touches him or anything that he wears or carries, except his
racket in his hand or hands; or

h. Hethrowshisracket at and hitsthe ball; or

i.  Heddiberately and materially changestheshapeof hisracket duringtheplaying
of the point.

Casel.Inserving, theracket fliesfromthe Server’ shand andtouchesthenet before
the ball has touched the ground. Isthisafault, or doesthe player lose the point?

Decision. The Server |oses the point because his racket touches the net whilst the
ball isin play (Rule 20 (e)).

Case2. Inserving, theracket fliesfromthe Server’ shand and touchesthe net after
theball hastouched the ground outside the proper court. Isthisafault, or doesthe
player |losethe point?

Decision. Thisisafault because the ball was out of play when the racket touched
thenet.

Case 3. A and B areplaying against C and D, A isserving to D, C touchesthe net
beforethe ball touchesthe ground. A fault isthen called because the servicefalls
outside the Service Court. Do C and D lose the point?

Decision. Thecall “fault” isan erroneous one. C and D had already |ost the point
before“fault” couldbecalled, because C touched thenet whil st theball wasinplay
(Rule 20 (e)).

Case4. May aplayer jump over the net into hisopponent’s Court whiletheball is
in play and not suffer penalty?

Decision. No. Heloses the point (Rule 20 (€)).

Case5. A cutstheball just over thenet, andit returnsto A’ sside. B, unabletoreach
theball, throwshisracket and hitstheball. Both racket and ball fall over thenet on
A’scourt. A returns the ball outside of B’s court. Does B win or lose the point?

Decision. B loses the point (Rule 20 (e) and (h).

Case6. A player standing outsidetheservice Courtisstruck by aserviceball before
it has touched the ground. Does he win or lose the point?

Decision. Theplayer struck losesthe point (Rule 20 (g)), except asprovided under
Rule 14 (a).

Case7. A player standing outsidethe Court volleystheball or catchesitinhishand
and claimsthe point because the ball was certainly going out of court.

Decision. In no circumstances can he claim the point:-

i. If hecatchesthe ball he losesthe point under Rule 20 (g).

ii. If hevolleysit and makes abad return he loses the point under Rule 20 (c).
iii. If hevolleysit and makesagood return, therally continues.
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23.

24,
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PLAYER HINDERS OPPONENT

If aplayer commitsany act which hindershisopponent in making astroke, then, if
thisisdeliberate, heshall losethepoint orif involuntary, thepoint shall bereplayed.

Casel. Isaplayer liabletoapenalty if in making astroke hetouches hisopponent?
Decision. No, unlessthe Umpire deemsit necessary to take action under Rule 21.

Case 2. When aball boundsback over the net, the player concerned may reach over
thenetinorder toplay theball. What istherulingif theplayer ishindered fromdoing
this by his opponent?

Decision. Inaccordancewith Rule21, the Umpiremay either awardthepoint tothe
player hindered, or order the point to be replayed (see also Rule 25).

Case3. Doesaninvoluntary doublehit constitutean act which hindersan opponent
within Rule 21?

Decision. No.

BALL FALLSON LINE
A ball falling onalineisregarded asfalling in the Court bounded by that line.

BALL TOUCHES PERMANENT FIXTURES

If theball in play touchesapermanent fixture (other thanthenet, posts, singlessticks,
cord or metal cable, strap or band) after it has hit the ground, the player who struck
it winsthe point; if beforeit hitsthe ground, his opponent wins the point.

Casel. A return hitstheUmpireor hischair or stand. Theplayer claimsthat thebal |
was going into Court.

Decision. Helosesthe point.

A GOOD RETURN
Itisagood return:-

a. iftheball touchesthenet, posts, singlessticks, cord or metal cable, strapor band,
provided that it passesover any of them and hitsthe ground within the Court;
or

b. If theball, served or returned, hits the ground within the proper Court and
reboundsor isblown back over thenet, and theplayer whoseturnitistostrike
reachesover thenet and playstheball, providedthat hedoesnot contraveneRule
20 (e); or

c. Iftheball isreturned outsidetheposts, or singlessticks, either above or below
thelevel of thetoptothenet, eventhoughit touchesthe postsor singlessticks,
provided that it hits the ground within the proper Court; or

d. Ifaplayer’ sracket passesover thenet after he hasreturned theball, provided
the ball passes the net before being played and is properly returned; or



25.

e. Ifaplayer succeedsinreturningtheball, served or inplay, which strikesaball
lying in the Court.

Note: Inasinglesmatch, if, for the sake of convenience, aDoublesCourt i sequipped
withsinglessticksfor the purposeof asinglesgame, then thedoubl espostsand those
portionsof thenet, cord or metal cableand theband outsidesuch singlessticksshall
at all timesbe per manent fixtures, and are not regar ded aspostsor partsof thenet
of a singles game.

Areturnthat passesunder thenet cor d betweenthesinglesstick and adjacent doubles
post without touching either net cord, net or doublespost andfallswithinthecourt,
isagood return.

Case 1. A ball going out of Court hitsanet post or singlesstick and fallswithin the
lines of the opponent’ s Court. Is the stroke good?

Decision. If a service: no, under Rule 10(c). If other than a service: yes, under
Rule 24 (a).

Case2.Isitagoodreturnif aplayer returnstheball holding hisracketin both hands?
Decision. Yes.

Case3. Theservice, or ball inplay, strikesaball lyinginthe Court. | sthe point won
or lost thereby?

Decision. No. Play must continue. If itisnot clear to the Umpirethat theright ball
isreturned alet should be called.

Case4. May aplayer use morethan oneracket at any time during play?
Decision. No. Thewholeimplication of the Rulesissingular.
Case 5. May aplayer request that aball or ballslying in his opponent’s Court be

removed?
Decision. Yes, but not whileaball isin play.

HINDRANCE OF A PLAYER

In case aplayer is hindered in making astroke by anything not within his control,
except apermanent fixture of the Court, or except asprovided forin Rule 21, alet
shall becalled.

Case 1. A spectator getsinto the way of aplayer, who failsto return the ball. May
theplayer thenclaimalet?

Decision. Yes. If in the Umpire's opinion he was obstructed by circumstances
beyond his control, but not if due to permanent fixtures of the Court or the
arrangements of the ground.

Case2. A playerisinterferedwithasin CaseNo. 1, andtheUmpirecallsalet. The
Server had previously served afault. Has he the right to two services?

11
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Decision. Y es. Astheball isinplay, thepoint, not merely thestroke, must bereplayed
asthe Rule provides.

Case3. May aplayer claimalet under Rule 25 because hethought hisopponent was
being hindered, and consequently did not expect the ball to be returned?

Decision. No.

Case 4. Isastroke good when aball in play hits another ball in the air?

Decision. A let should be called unlessthe other ball isintheair by the act of one of
the players, in which case the Umpirewill decide under Rule 21.

Caseb. If anUmpireor other judgeerroneously calls* fault” or “out” , and then corrects
himself, which of the calls shall prevail ?

Decision. A let must becalled unless, in the opinion of theUmpire, neither playeris
hindered in hisgame, in which casethe corrected call shall prevail.

Case6. If thefirst ball served - afault - rebounds, interferingwiththe Receiver at the
time of the second service, may the Receiver claim alet?

Decision. Yes. But if he had an opportunity to remove the ball from the Court and
negligently failed to do so, hemay not claim alet.

Case7.Isitagoodstrokeif theball touchesastationary or moving object onthe Court

Decision. Itisagood strokeunl essthestationary object cameinto Court after theball
wasputintoplay inwhich casealet must becalled. If theball inplay strikesan object
moving along or above the surface of the Court alet must be called.

Case8.Whatistherulingif thefirst serviceisafault, thesecond servicecorrect, and
itbecomesnecessary tocall alet either under theprovisionof Rule25orif theUmpire
isunableto decidethe point?

Decision. Thefault shall be annulled and the whol e point replayed.

SCORE IN A GAME

a. If aplayer winshisfirst point, the scoreiscalled 15 for that player; on winning

hissecond point, thescoreiscalled 30for that player; onwinning histhird point,
thescoreiscalled40for that player, and thefourth point won by aplayer isscored
gamefor that player except as below:-
If both playershavewonthreepoints, thescoreiscalled deuce; and thenext point
won by aplayer isscored advantagefor that player. If the sameplayer winsthe
next point, hewinsthe game; if the other player winsthe next point the scoreis
again called deuce; and so on, until a player wins the two points immediately
following the score at deuce, when the gameis scored for that player.

b. Optional Alternative Scoring system

The No - Ad System of Scoring may be adopted as an dternative to the
traditional scoring systemin paragraph (a) of thisRule, provided thedecisionis
announced in advance of the event.



Inthiscase, thefollowing Rules shall be effective:

If aplayer winshisfirst point, the scoreiscalled 15 for that player; on winning
hissecond point, thescoreiscalled 30for that player; on winning histhird point,
thescoreiscalled40for that player, and thefourth point won by aplayer isscored
gamefor that player except asbelow:

If both players have won three points, the score is called deuce; one deciding
point shall thenbeplayed. Thereceiver shall choosewhether hewishes toreceive
theservicefromtheright-half of thecourt or theleft-half of thecourt. Theplayer
who winsthe deciding point is scored the game.

Doubles
Indoublesasimilar proceduretothat for singlesshall apply. At deucetheReceiving
Teamshall choosewhether it wishestoreceivethe Servicefromtheright-half of
thecourt or theleft-half of thecourt. Theteamwhowinsthedeciding pointisscored
thegame.

Mixed doubles

Inmixed doubles, aslightly different procedurewill apply asfollows: At deuce,
withthemal eplayer serving, heshall servetothemaleplayer of theopposingteam
irrespectiveof whichhalf of thecourt heisstanding, andwhenthefemaleplayer
isserving, she shall serveto the female player of the opposing team.

27. SCORE IN A SET

a.

A player (or players) who first winssix gameswinsaset; except that he must
winby amarginof two gamesover hisopponent and wherenecessary aset shall
be extended until thismarginisachieved.

Thetie-break system of scoring may beadopted asanalternativetotheadvantage
set system in paragraph (a) of this Rule provided the decisionisannounced in
advanceof the match.

Inthiscase, thefollowing Rules shall be effective:

Thetie-break shall operatewhenthescorereachessix gamesall inany set except
inthethirdor fifth set of athreeset or fiveset matchrespectively whenanordinary
advantage set shall be played, unless otherwise decided and announced in
advanceof the match.

Thefollowing system shall be used in atie-break game.

Singles

A player whofirstwinsseven pointsshall winthegameandtheset provided

heleads by amargin of two points. If the score reaches six pointsall the
game shall be extended until this margin has been achieved. Numerical
scoring shall be used throughout the tie-break game.

ii. Theplayer whoseturnitisto serve shall bethe Server for thefirst point.
His opponent shall be the Server for the second and third points and
thereafter each player shall servealternately for two consecutivepointsuntil
the winner of the game and set has been decided.

iii. Fromthefirstpoint, eachserviceshall bedeliveredaternately fromtheright

and|eft Courts, beginning fromtheright court. If servicefromawrong half

of the Court occursand isundetected, all play resulting from such wrong

13
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service or services shall stand, but the inaccuracy of station shall be
correctedimmediately itisdiscovered.

iv. Playersshall change ends after every six pointsand at the conclusion of
thetie-break game.

v. Thetie-break gameshall countasonegamefor theball change, except that,
if theball saredueto bechanged at thebeginning of thetie-break, thechange
shall bedelayed until the second game of the following set.

Doubles

Indoublestheprocedurefor singlesshall apply. Theplayer whoseturnitistoserve
shall bethe Server for thefirst point. Thereafter each player shall servein rotation
for two points, inthesameorder previously inthat set, until thewinnersof thegame
and set have been decided.

Rotation of Service
Theplayer (or pair in the case of doubles) whoseturnit wasto servefirstinthetie-
break game shall receive servicein thefirst game of thefollowing set.

Casel. Atsixal thetie-break isplayed, althoughit hasbeen decided and announced
in advance of thematch that an advantage set will be played. Arethepointsalready
played counted?

Decision. If theerrorisdiscovered beforetheball isputinplay for thesecond point,
thefirst point shall count but theerror shall becorrectedimmediately. If theerroris
discovered after theball isput in play for the second point the game shall continue
asatie-break game.

Case 2. At six all, an advantage gameis played, although it has been decided and
announced in advance of the match that atie-break will be played. Are the points
aready played counted?

Decision. If theerrorisdiscovered beforetheball isputinplay for thesecond point,
thefirst point shall becounted but theerror shall becorrectedimmediately. If theerror
isdiscovered after theball isput in play for the second point an advantage set shall
becontinued. If thescorethereafter reacheseight gamesall or ahigher even number,
atie-break shall beplayed.

Case3. If during atie-break in asinglesor doublesgame, aplayer servesout of turn,
shall the order of serviceremain asaltered until the end of the game?

Decision. If aplayer hascompleted histurn of servicetheorder of serviceshall remain
asaltered. If theerrorisdiscovered beforeaplayer hascompl eted histurn of service
theorder of serviceshall becorrectedimmediately and any pointsalready played shall
count.

Alternative scoring methods can be found in Appendix I1.

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SETS

A match can beplayedtothebest of 3 sets(theplayer/team needstowin 2 setstowin
thematch) or tothebest of 5 sets( theplayer/team needstowin 3 setstowinthematch).



29. ROLE OF COURT OFFICIALS

In matches where an Umpireis appointed, his decision shall befinal; but where a
Refereeisappointed, an appeal shall lieto him from the decision of an Umpireon
aquestion of law, and in all such casesthe decision of the Referee shall befinal.
In matches where assistantsto the Umpire are appointed (Linespersons, Net-cord
Judges, Foot-fault Judges) their decisionsshall befinal on questionsof fact except
that if in the opinion of an Umpire aclear mistake has been made he shall havethe
right to changethe decision of an assistant or order alet to beplayed. When suchan
assistantisunableto giveadecision heshall indicatethisimmediately totheUmpire
whoshall giveadecision. Whenan Umpireisunabletogiveadecisiononaquestion
of fact he shall order alet to be played.

In Davis Cup matchesor other team competitionswhereaRefereeison Court, any
decision can be changed by the Referee, who may alsoinstruct an Umpireto order
alet to beplayed.

The Referee, in his discretion, may at any time postpone a match on account of
darknessor thecondition of theground or theweather. In any case of postponement
the previous score and previous occupancy of courts shall hold good, unless the
Referee and the players unanimously agree otherwise.

Casel. TheUmpireordersalet, but aplayer claimsthepoint should not bereplayed.
May the Referee be requested to give adecision?

Decision. Yes. A question of tennislaw, that isan issuerelating to the application
of specific facts, shall first be determined by the Umpire. However, if the Umpire
isuncertain or if aplayer appeal sfrom hisdetermination, then the Referee shall be
requested to give adecision, and hisdecisionisfinal.

Case2.Aballiscaledout, but aplayer claimsthat theball wasgood. May theReferee
givearuling?

Decision. No. Thisis a question of fact, that is an issue relating to what actually
occurred during a specific incident, and the decision of the on-court officialsis
thereforefinal.

Case 3. May an UmpireoverruleaLinesman at theend of arally if, in hisopinion,
aclear mistake has been made during the course of arally?

Decision. No. AnUmpiremay overruleaLinesman only if hedoessoimmediately
after the mistake has been made.

Case4. A Linesmancallsaball out. TheUmpirewasunableto seeclearly, although
he thought the ball wasin. May he overrule the Linesman?

Decision. No. An Umpire may overrule if he considers that a call was incorrect
beyondall reasonabledoubt. Hemay overruleabal | determined good by aLinesman
only if hehasbheen ableto seeaspacebetweenthebal | andtheline; andhemay overrule
aball determined out, or afault, by aLinesmanonly if hehasseentheball hittheline,
or fal insidetheline.

Case 5. May aLinesman change his call after the Umpire has given the score?

Decision. Yes. If aLinesmanrealiseshehasmadean error, hemay makeacorrection
provided he does so immediately.

15
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Caseb. A player claimshisreturn shot wasgood after aLinesmancalled“out”. May
the Umpireoverrulethe Linesman?

Decision. No. An Umpiremay never overruleasaresult of aprotest or an appeal by
aplayer.

CONTINUOUS PLAY & REST PERIODS

Play shall be continuous from the first service until the match is concluded, in
accordancewith thefollowing provisions:

a.

If the first serviceis afault, the second service must be struck by the Server
without delay.

TheReceiver must play to thereasonabl e pace of the Server and must beready
to receive when the Server isready to serve.

When changing endsamaximum of ninety (90) secondsshall elapsefromthe
moment the ball goes out of play at the end of the gameto thetimetheball is
struck for the first point of the next game.

However, after the first game of each set and during atie-break, play shall be
continuous and the players shall change ends without arest period.

At the conclusion of each set, there shall be a set break of a maximum of one
hundred and twenty (120) secondsfrom the moment the ball goesout of play at
theend of thegametothetimetheball isstruck for thefirst point of thenext game.
TheUmpireshall usehisdiscretionwhenthereisinterferencewhich makesit
impracticablefor play to be continuous.

Theorganisersof international circuitsandteam eventsrecognised by thel TF
may determine the time allowed between points, which shall be a maximum
twenty (20) secondsfromthemoment theball goesout of play at theend of one
point to thetime the ball is struck for the next point.

Play shall never be suspended, delayed or interfered with for the purpose of
enabling a player to recover his strength, breath, or physical condition.
However, inthe case of atreatablemedical condition, theUmpiremay allow a
one-timethreeminutetime-out for that medical condition.

If, through circumstances outside the control of the player, his clothing,
footwear or equipment (excluding racket) becomes out of adjustment in such
away that it isimpossible or undesirablefor himto play on, the Umpire may
suspend play whilethe maladjustment isrectified.

The Umpire may suspend or delay play at any time as may be necessary and
appropriate.

After thethird set, or when women take part the second set, either player shall
beentitledtoarest, which shall not exceed 10 minutes, or in countriessituated
betweenatitude 15 degreesnorth and | atitude 15 degreessouth, 45 minutesand
furthermore, when necessitated by circumstancesnot withinthecontrol of the
players, the Umpire may suspend play for such a period as he may consider
necessary. If play issuspended andis not resumed until alater day therest may
betaken only after thethird set (or when women take part the second set) of play
on such alater day, completion of an unfinished set being counted as one set.

If play issuspended andisnot resumed until 10 minuteshavee apsedinthesame
day the rest may be taken only after three consecutive sets have been played
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32.

without interruption (or when women take part two sets), completion of an
unfinished set being counted as one set.

Any nation and/or committee organising atournament, match or competition,
isatliberty tomodify thisprovisionor omititfromitsregul ationsprovidedthis
isannounced beforethe event commences. With respect tothe DavisCup and
Fed Cup, only thenternational TennisFederation may modify thisprovision
or omititfromitsRegulations.

f. A tournament committee has the discretion to decide the time allowed for a
warm-up period prior toamatch but thismay not exceed fiveminutesand must
be announced before the event commences.

g.  Whenapproved point penalty and non-accumulative point penalty systemsare
in operation, the Umpire shall make his decisions within the terms of those
systems.

h.  Uponviolation of the principlethat play shall be continuousthe Umpiremay,
after giving duewarning, disqualify the offender.

COACHING

Duringtheplaying of amatchin ateam competition, aplayer may receive coaching
from acaptain who is sitting on the court only when he changes ends at the end of
agame, but not when he changes ends during atie-break game.

A player may not receive coaching during the playing of any other match. The
provisions of thisrule must be strictly construed.

After duewarning an offending player may bedisqualified. Whenan approved point
penalty systemisin operation, the Umpire shall impose penaltiesaccording to that
system.

Case 1. Should awarning begiven, or the player be disqualified, if thecoachingis
given by signalsin an unobtrusive manner?

Decision. TheUmpiremust take action as soon ashe becomes aware that coaching
isbeinggivenverbally or by signals. If the Umpireisunawarethat coachingisheing
given, aplayer may draw hisattention to the fact that adviceisbeing given.

Case 2. Canaplayer receive coaching during an authorised rest period under Rule
30 (e), or when play isinterrupted and he leaves the court?

Decision. Y es. Inthese circumstances, when the player isnot on the court, thereis
no restriction on coaching.

Note: Theword “ coaching” includes any advice or instruction.

BALL CHANGE

Incaseswhereballsareto bechanged after aspecified number of games, if theballs
were not changed in the correct sequence, the mistake shall be corrected when the
player, or pair inthe case of doubles, who should have served with new ball sisnext
due to serve. Thereafter the balls shall be changed so that the number of games
between changes shall bethat originally agreed.

17
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THE DOUBLES GAME

THE DOUBLES GAME
The above Rules shall apply to the Doubles Game except as below.

THE DOUBLES COURT

For the Doubles Game, the court shall be 36 feet (10.97m) in width, i.e. 4% feet
(1.37m) wider on each sidethan the Court for the Singles Game, and those portions
of thesinglesside-lineswhich lie between thetwo service-lines shall becalled the
serviceside-lines. Inother respects, theCourt shall besimilar tothat describedinRule
1, but theportionsof thesinglesside-linesbetweenthebase-lineand service-lineon
each side of the net may be omitted if desired.

ORDER OF SERVICE IN DOUBLES

The order of serving shall be decided at the beginning of each set asfollows:-
Thepair who haveto servein thefirst game of each set shall decide which partner
shall do so and the opposing pair shall decide similarly for the second game. The
partner of theplayer who servedinthefirst gameshall serveinthethird; the partner
of the player who served in the second game shall servein thefourth, and soonin
the same order in all the subsequent games of a set.

Case 1. Indoubles, oneplayer doesnot appear intimeto play, and hispartner claims
to be allowed to play single-handed against the opposing players. May he do so?

Decision. No.

ORDER OF RECEIVING IN DOUBLES

The order of receiving the service shall be decided at the beginning of each set as
follows:-

Thepair who havetoreceivetheserviceinthefirst gameshall decidewhich
partner shall receivethe first service, and that partner shall continuetoreceive
the first service in every odd game throughout that set. The opposing pair
shall likewise decidewhich partner shall receivethefirst serviceinthe second
gameand that partner shall continueto receivethefirst serviceinevery even
game throughout that set. Partners shall receive the service alternately
throughout each game.

Casel. Isitallowableindoublesfor the Server’ s partner or the Receiver’ s partner
to stand in a position that obstructs the view of the Receiver?

Decision.Y es. TheServer'spartner or theReciever'spartner may takeany positiononhis
side of thenet in or out of the Court that he wishes.

SERVICE OUT OF TURN IN DOUBLES

If apartner servesout of histurn, the partner who ought to have served shall serve
assoonasthemistakeisdiscovered, but all pointsscored, and any faultsserved before
suchdiscovery, shall bereckoned. If agameshall have been completed beforesuch
discovery, the order of serviceremainsasaltered.
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ERROR IN ORDER OF RECEIVING IN DOUBLES

If during agametheorder of receiving theserviceischanged by theReceiversit shall
remain asaltered until the end of the gamein which the mistakeisdiscovered, but
thepartnersshall resumetheir original order of receivinginthenext gameof that set
inwhich they are Receiversof the service.

SERVICE FAULT IN DOUBLES

Theserviceisafault asprovided for by Rule 10, or if the ball touchesthe Server’s
partner or anythingwhichhewearsor carries; butif thebal | servedtouchesthepartner
of the Receiver, or anything which he wears or carries, not being alet under Rule
14 (a) beforeit hitsthe ground, the Server winsthe point.

PLAYING THE BALL IN DOUBLES

Theball shall bestruck alternately by oneor other player of theopposing pairs, and
if aplayer touchestheball in play with hisracket in contravention of thisRule, his
opponents win the point.

Notel: Exceptwhereotherwisestated, everyreferenceinthese Rulestothemasculine
includesthefemininegender.

Note 2: See Rule 26(b) with regard to the Optional Alternative Scoring System
in Doubles and Mixed.
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RULES OF WHEELCHAIR TENNIS

The game of wheelchair tennis follows the I TF Rules of Tennis with the following
exceptions.

a.

20

The Two BounceRule

Thewheel chair tennisplayer isallowed two bouncesof theball. Theplayer
must returntheball beforeit hitstheground athirdtime. Thesecond bounce
can beeither in or out of the court boundaries.

TheWhed chair

Thewheel chairisconsidered part of thebody and all applicableruleswhich
apply to aplayer’ sbody shall apply to thewheelchair.

TheService

Theserviceshall bedeliveredinthefollowingmanner. Immediately before
commencingtheserve, theserver shall beinastationary position. Theserver
shall then be allowed one push before striking the ball.

The server shall throughout the delivery of the service not touch with any
wheel, any area other than that behind the baseline within the imaginary
extension of the centremark and sideline.

If conventional methods for the service are physically impossible for a
quadriplegicplayer, thentheplayer or anindividua may droptheball for such
aplayer. However, the same method of serving must be used each time.

Player Loses Point

A player losesapoint if:

Hefailsto return the ball beforeit hastouched the ground threetimes.
Subject torulee) below. Heusesany part of hisfeet or lower extremitiesas
brakes or as stabiliserswhile delivering service, stroking aball, turning or
stopping against the ground or against any wheel whiletheball isin play.
He fails to keep one buttock in contact with his wheelchair seat when
contactingtheball.

Propelling the Chair with the Foot

If due to lack of capacity a player is unable to propel the wheelchair via
thewheel then he may propel the wheelchair using onefoot.
Evenif inaccordancewithrulee)i. aboveaplayerispermittedto propel the
chair using onefoot, no part of the player’ sfoot may bein contact with the
ground:
a during theforward motion of the swing, including when
theracket strikestheball;
b) fromtheinitiation of the service motion until theracket
strikestheball.
A player in breach of thisrule shall lose apoint



f.  Wheechair/Able-bodied Tennis

Where awheelchair tennisplayer isplaying with or against an able-bodied
person in singles and doubles, the Rules of Wheelchair Tennis shall apply
for thewheelchair player whilethe Rules of Tennisfor able-bodied tennis
shall apply for theable-bodied player. Inthisinstance, thewheel chair player
isallowed two bounces whilethe able-bodied player isallowed only one
bounce.

Note: Thedefinition of lower extremitiesis: -thelower limb, includingthebuttocks, hip,
thigh, leg, ankle and foot.

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF TENNIS

The official and decisive text to the Rules of Tennis shall be for ever in the English
language and no alteration or interpretation of such Rules shall be made except at an
Annual General Meeting of the Council, nor unless notice of the resolution embodying
such ateration shall have been received by the Federation in accordance with Article 17
of the Constitution of ITF Ltd (Notice of Resolutions) and such resolution or one having
thelikeeffect shall becarried by amajority of two-thirdsof thevotesrecorded in respect of
thesame.

Any alteration somadeshall takeeffect asfromthefirst day of January followingunlessthe
Meeting shall by thelike majority decide otherwise.

The Board of Directors shall have power, however, to settle all urgent questions of
interpretati on subject to confirmation at the General Meeting next following.

ThisRuleshall not bealtered at any timewithout theunanimousconsent of aGeneral Meeting
of the Council.
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Vi.

APPENDIX |

REGULATIONS FOR MAKING TESTS
SPECIFIED IN RULE 3.

Unless otherwise specified al tests shall be made at a temperature of
approximately 68° Fahrenheit (20° Centigrade) and arelative humidity of
approximately 60 per cent. All ballsshall beremoved fromtheir container
and kept at the recogni sed temperature and humidity for 24 hoursprior to
testing, and shall be at that temperature and humidity when the test is
commenced.

Unlessotherwisespecifiedthelimitsarefor atest conductedinanatmospheric
pressure resulting in a barometric reading of approximately 30 inches
(76cm).

Other standardsmay befixedforlocalitieswheretheaveragetemperature,
humidity or averagebarometric pressureat whichthegameishbeing played
differ materially from 68° Fahrenheit (20° Centigrade), 60 per cent and 30
inches(76cm) respectively.

Applications for such adjusted standards may be made by any National
Associationtothelnternational TennisFederationandif approved shall be
adoptedfor suchlocalities.

Inall testsfor diameter aring gaugeshall beused consisting of ametal plate,
preferably non-corrosive, of auniform thickness of one-eighth of aninch
(-318cm). Inthecase of Ball Type1 (fast speed) and Ball Type2 (medium
speed) ball sthereshall betwocircular openingsintheplatemeasuring 2.575
inches(6.541cm) and 2.700inches (6.858cm) in diameter respectively. In
thecaseof Ball Type3 (s ow speed) ball sthereshall betwocircul ar openings
intheplatemeasuring 2.750inches(6.985cm) and 2.875inches(7.302¢m)
indiameter respectively. Theinner surfaceof thegaugeshall haveaconvex
profilewith aradiusof one-sixteenth of aninch (.159cm). Theball shall not
drop through thesmaller opening by itsownweight and shall drop through
thelarger opening by its own weight.

Inall testsfor deformation conducted under Rule 3, the machinedesigned
by Percy Herbert Stevens and patented in Great Britain under Patent No.
230250, together withthesubsequent additionsandimprovementsthereto,
including the modificationsrequired to take return deformations, shall be
employed. Other machinesmay bespecifiedwhichgiveequival entreadings
tothe Stevens machine and these may be used for testing ball deformation
wheresuch machineshavebeengivenapproval by thelnternational Tennis
Federation.

Procedurefor carrying out tests:

a. Pre-compression. Beforeany ballistestedit shall besteadily compressed
by approximately oneinch (2.54cm) oneach of threediametersat right
anglesto oneanother insuccession; thisprocesstobecarried out three
times(ninecompressionsinall). All teststo becompleted withintwo
hours of pre-compression.



Vii.

b. Boundtest(asinRule3). Measurementsaretobetakenfromtheconcrete
baseto the bottom of the ball.

c. Sizetest (asin paragraph (iv) above).
Weight test (asin Rule 3).

e. Deformationtest. Theball isplacedinpositiononthemodified Stevens
machinesothat neither platen of themachineisin contact withthecover
seam. The contact weight isapplied, the pointer and the mark brought
level, and the dials set to zero. The test weight equivalent to 18lb.
(8.165kg) is placed on the beam and pressure applied by turning the
wheel at auniform speed sothat fivesecondsel apsefromtheinstant the
beam | eavesitsseat until thepointer isbrought level withthemark. When
turning ceasesthereadingisrecorded (forward deformation). Thewheel
isturnedagainuntil figuretenisreached onthescale(oneinch (2.54cm)
deformation). Thewheel isthen rotated in the oppositedirection at a
uniform speed (thus rel easing pressure) until the beam pointer again
coincideswiththemark. After waitingten secondsthepointer isadjusted
tothemarkif necessary. Thereadingisthenrecorded (returndeformation).
Thisprocedureisrepeated oneachball acrossthetwo diametersat right
anglestotheinitial position and to each other.

CLASSIFICATION OF COURT SURFACE PACE

The ITF test method used for determining the pace of acourt surfaceistest
method ITF CS 01/01 (ITF Surface Pace Rating) as described in the ITF
publication entitled“ Aninitial I TF study on performance standardsfor tennis
courtsurfaces’.

Court surfaceswhich arefound to have an I TF Surface Pace Rating of between
0and 35 shall be classified asbeing Category 1 (slow pace). Examples of court
surface typeswhich conform to this classification will include most clay courts
and other types of unbound mineral surface.

Court surfaceswhich arefound to havean I TF Surface Pace Rating of between
30 and 45 shall be classified as being Category 2 (medium/medium-fast pace).
Examplesof court surfacetypeswhich conformtothisclassificationwill include
most hardcourtswith various acrylic type coatings plus sometextile surfaces.

Court surfaces which are found to have an | TF Surface Pace Rating of over 40
shall beclassifiedasbeing Category 3 (fast pace). Examplesof court surfacetypes
whichconformtothisclassificationwill includemost natural grass, artificial turf
and sometextilesurfaces.

N.B. The proposed overlap in ITF Surface Pace Rating values for the above
categoriesisto allow some latitudein ball selection.
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APPENDIX 11

ALTERNATIVE SCORING METHODS (RULE 27)

1

24

"SHORT" SETS
Thefirst player/team who winsfour gameswinsthat Set, provided thereisamargin

of twogamesover theopponent(s). If thescorereachesfour gamesall, atie-break game
shall beplayed.

DECIDING MATCH TIE-BREAK (7 POINTYS)
Whenthescoreinamatchisoneset al, or two setsall inbest of fivesetsmatches, one
tie-break game shall be played to decide the match. Thistie-break gamereplacesthe
decidingfinal set.

The player who first wins seven points shall win this match tie-break and the match
provided he leads by a margin of two points.

DECIDING MATCH TIE-BREAK (10 POINTS)
Whenthescoreinamatchisoneset all, or two setsall in best of five setsmatches, one
tie-break game shall be played to decidethe match. This tie-break gamereplacesthe
decidingfinal set.

Theplayerwhofirstwinsten pointsshall winthismatchtie-bresk andthematch provided
he leads by amargin of two points.
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PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW AND HEARINGS ON THE RULES OF TENNIS

1
11

12

2.2

4.1
4.2

INTRODUCTION

Theseprocedureswereapproved by theBoard of Directorsof thel nternational Tennis
Federation (“Board of Directors’) on 17 May 1998.

The Board of Directors may from time to time supplement, amend, or vary these
procedures.

OBJECTIVES

The International Tennis Federation is the custodian of the Rules of Tennisand is
committed to:

a. Preservingthetraditional character and integrity of the gameof tennis.

b. Adctively preservingtheskillstraditionally required to play thegame.

c.  Encouragingimprovements, which maintainthechallengeof thegame.

d. Ensuringfair competition.

To ensurefair, consistent and expeditiousreview and hearingsin relation to the Rules
of Tennisthe procedures set out below shall apply.

SCOPE

These Procedures shall apply to Rulings under:

Rulel —  TheCourt.

Rule3 —  TheBall.

Rule4 —  TheRacket.

Appendix 1 of the Rules of Tennis.

Any other Rules of Tenniswhich the International Tennis Federation may
decide.

pooow

STRUCTURE
Under these procedures Rulings shall beissued by a Ruling Board.

Such Rulings shall be final save, for an entitlement to appeal to an Appeal Tribunal
pursuant to these procedures.

APPLICATION

Rulingsshall betaken either:

a. Following amotion of the Board of Directors; or
b. Uponthereceipt of an application in accordance with the procedures set out
below.

APPOINTMENT AND COMPOSITION OF RULING BOARDS

Ruling Boards shd | be gppointed by the President of the I nternational TennisFederation
(“President”) or hisdesignee and shall comprise of such anumber, asthe President or
hisdesignee shall determine.
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6.3

7.2

8.2
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8.4
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If more than one person is appointed to the Ruling Board the Ruling Board shall
nominate one person from amongst themsel vesto act as Chairperson.

The Chairperson shall be entitled to regul ate the procedures prior to and at any review
and/or hearing of aRuling Board.

PROPOSED RULINGS BY THE RULING BOARD

The details of any proposed Ruling i ssued upon the motion of the Board of Directors
may be provided to any bonafide person or any players, equipment manufacturer or
national association or membersthereof with aninterest in the proposed Ruling.

Any person so notified shall be given areasonable period within which to forward
comments, objections, or requestsfor information to the President or hisdesigneein
connection with the proposed Ruling.

APPLICATION FOR RULINGS

An application for aRuling may be made by any party with abonafideinterestinthe
Ruling including any player, equi pment manufacturer or national association or mem-
ber thereof.

Any application for aRuling must be submitted in writing to the President.

To bevalid an application for aRuling must include thefollowing minimum informa-

tion:

a. Thefull name and address of the Applicant.

b. Thedateof theapplication.

c. Astatementclearlyidentifyingtheinterest of the Applicantinthequestionupon
which aRuling isrequested.

d. Allrelevantdocumentary evidenceuponwhichtheApplicantintendstorely at any
hearing.

e. If,intheopinion of the Applicant, expert evidenceis necessary he shall include
arequestfor suchexpert evidencetobeheard. Suchrequest mustidentify thename
of any expert proposed and their relevant expertise.

f.  Whenanapplicationfor aRulingonaracket or other pieceof equipmentismade,
aprototypeor, exact, copy of the equipment in question must be submitted with
theapplicationfor aRuling.

g. If,intheopinionof theApplicant, thereareextraordinary or unusual circumstances,
whichrequireaRulingtobemadewithinaspecifiedtimeor beforeaspecified date
heshall includeastatement describing theextraordinary or unusual circumstances.

If an application for a Ruling does not contain the information and/or equipment
referred to at Clause 8. 3 (8)-(g) above the President or his designee shall notify the
Applicant giving theApplicant aspecified reasonabl etime within which to remedy the
defect. If theApplicant fail sto remedy the defect within the specified time the applica
tion shall be dismissed.

CONVENING THE RULING BOARD

On receipt of a valid application or on the motion of the Board of Directors the
President or hisdesignee may convene aRuling Board to deal with the application or
motion.



9.2 TheRuling Board need not hold ahearing to deal with an application or motion where
the application or motion, in the opinion of the Chairperson can beresolvedin afair
manner without a hearing.

10. PROCEDURE OF THE RULING BOARD

10.1 TheChairperson of aRuling Board shall determine the appropriate form, procedure
and date of any review and/or hearing.

10.2 TheChairperson shall providewritten notice of those matters set out at 10.1 aboveto
any Applicant or any person or association who has expressed an interest in the
proposed Ruling.

10.3 The Chairperson shall determine all matters relating to evidence and shall not be
bound by judicial rulesgoverning procedure and admissibility of evidence provided
that thereview and/or hearing is conducted in afair manner with areasonable oppor-
tunity for therelevant partiesto present their case.

10.4 Under these procedures any review and/or hearings:
a. Shall takeplaceinprivate.
b. May beadjourned and/or postponed by the Ruling Board.

10.5 The Chairperson shall have the discretion to co-opt from time to time additional
members onto the Ruling Board with special skill or experienceto deal with specific
issues, which require such special skill or experience.

10.6 The Ruling Board shall take its decision by a simple majority. No member of the
Ruling Board may abstain.

10.7 The Chairperson shall have the complete discretion to make such order against the
Applicant [and/or other individuals or organisations commenting objecting or re-
questing information at any review and/or hearing] in relation to the costs of the
application and/or the reasonabl e expensesincurred by the Ruling Board in holding
tests or obtaining reports relating to equipment subject to a Ruling as he shall deem

appropriate.

11. NOTIFICATION

11.1 Once aRuling Board has reached a decision it shall provide written notice to the
Applicant, or, any person or association who has expressed an interest in the pro-
posed Ruling as soon as reasonably practicable.

11.2 Suchwritten notice shall include asummary of the reasoning behind the decision of
the Ruling Board.

11.3 Upon natification to the Applicant or upon such other date specified by the Ruling
Board the Ruling of the Ruling Board sha |l beimmediately binding under the Rules of
Tennis.

12. APPLICATION OF CURRENT RULES OF TENNIS

12.1 Subject tothe power of the Ruling Board to issue interim Rulingsthe current Rules of
Tennisshall continueto apply until any review and/or hearing of the Ruling Board is
concluded and a Ruling issued by the Ruling Board.
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12.2 Prior to and during any review and/or hearing the Chairperson of the Ruling Board
may issue such directionsas are deemed reasonably necessary in theimplementation
of the Rules of Tennisand of these proceduresincluding theissue of interim Rulings.

12.3 Such interim Rulings may include restraining orders on the use of any equipment
under the Rules of Tennispending aRuling by the Ruling Board asto whether or not
the equi pment meetsthe specification of the Rules of Tennis.

13. APPOINTMENT AND COMPOSITION OF APPEAL TRIBUNALS

13.1 Apped Tribunalsshall be appointed by the President or hisdesignee from [members
of the Board of Directors/Technical Commission].

13.2 Nomember of the Ruling Board who made the original Ruling shall be amember of
theAppeal Tribunal.

13.3 TheAppeal Tribunal shall comprise of such number asthe President or hisdesignee
shall determine but shall be no lessthan three.

13.4 TheAppeal Tribunal shall nominate one person from amongst themselvesto act as
Chairperson.

13.5 TheChairperson shall be entitled to regul ate the procedures prior to and at any appeal
hearing.

14. APPLICATION TO APPEAL

14.1 An Applicant [or a person or association who has expressed an interest and for-
warded any comments, objections, or requeststo aproposed Ruling] may appeal any
Ruling of the Ruling Board.

14.2 Tobevalid an application for an appeal must be:
a. Madeinwriting to the Chairperson of the Ruling Board who made the Ruling
appeal ed not later than [45] daysfollowing notification of the Ruling;
b. Must set out details of the Ruling appeal ed against; and
¢.  Must contain thefull grounds of the appeal.

14.3 Upon receipt of avalid application to appeal the Chairperson of the Ruling Board
making the original Ruling may require a reasonable appeal fee to be paid by the
Appellant asacondition of appeal . Such appeal fee shall berepaid to theAppellant if
the appeal issuccessful.

15. CONVENING THE APPEAL TRIBUNAL
15.1 ThePresident or hisdesignee shall convenetheAppeal Tribunal following payment
by the Appellant of any appeal fee.

16. PROCEDURES OF APPEAL TRIBUNAL

16.1 TheAppea Tribunal and their Chairperson shall conduct proceduresand hearingsin
accordance with those matters set out in sections 10, 11 and 12 above.

16.2 Upon natification to the Appellant or upon such other date specified by the Appeal
Tribunal the Ruling of the Appeal Tribunal shall be immediately binding and final
under the Rules of Tennis.
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17. GENERAL

17.1 If aRuling Board consists of only one member that single member shall be respon-
siblefor regulating the hearing as Chairperson and shall determinethe proceduresto
befollowed prior to and during any review and/or hearing.

17.2 All review and/or hearings shall be conducted in English. In any hearing where an
Applicant, and/or other individuals or organisations commenting, objecting or re-
questing information do not speak English aninterpreter must be present. Wherever
practicabletheinterpreter shall beindependent.

17.3 The Ruling Board or Appeal Tribunal may publish extracts from its own Rulings.
17.4 All notificationsto be made pursuant to these procedures shall beinwriting.

17.5 Any notifications made pursuant to these procedures shall be deemed notified upon
the date that they were communicated, sent or transmitted to the Applicant or other
relevant party.

17.6 A Ruling Board shall havethediscretion to dismissan applicationif initsreasonable
opiniontheapplicationissubstantially similar to an application or motion uponwhich
aRuling Board has made a decision and/or Ruling within the 36 months prior to the
date of the application.
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PLAN OF THE COURT
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SUGGESTIONS ON
HOW TO MARK OUT A COURT
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Thefollowing procedureisfor the usual combined Doublesand Singles Court. (See note
at foot for a Court for one purpose only.)

First select the position of thenet; astraight line 42 feet (12.8m) long. Mark the centre (X
onthediagram above) and, measuring from therein each direction, mark:-

at 13'6" (4.11m) the points a, b, where the net crosses the inner sidelines,

at 16'6" (5.03m) the positions of the singles posts (or sticks) (n, n),

at 18'0" (5.49m) the points A, B, where the net crosses the outer sidelines,

at 21' 0" (6.40m) the positions of the net posts (N, N), being the ends of theoriginal 42’ 0"
(12.8m)line.

Insert pegsat A and B and attach to them the respective ends of two measuring tapes. On
one, which will measure the diagonal of the half-court, take alength 53' 1" (16.18m) and
on the other (to measure the sideline) alength of 390" (11.89m). Pull both taut so that at
these distances they meet at a point C, which is one corner of the Court. Reverse the
measurementstofind theother corner D. Asacheck onthisoperationitisadvisableat this
stageto verify thelength of theline CD which, being the baseline, should be found to be
36'0" (10.97m); and at the same timeits centre J can be marked, and al so the ends of the
inner sidelines(c, d), 4'6" (1.37m) from Cand D.

Thecentre-lineand service-linearenow marked by meansof thepointsF, H, G, whichare
measured 21’ 0" (6.40m) from the net down thelinesbc, XJ, ad, respectively.
Identical procedurethe other side of the net completesthe Court.
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Notes:-

IfaSinglesCourtonlyisrequired, nolinesarenecessary outsidethepoints
a, b, ¢, d, but the Court can be measured out as above. Alternatively, the
cornersof thebase-line(c, d) canbefound if preferred by pegging thetwo
tapesat a and b instead of at A and B, and by then using lengths of 47°5"
(14.46m)and 39’ 0" (11.89m). Thenet postswill beat n,n,anda33' 0" (10m)
singles net should be used.

\When a combined doublesand singles Court with adoublesnet isused for
singles, the net must be supported at the pointsn, n, to a height of 3 feet 6
inches (1.07m) by meansof two posts, called“ singlessticks” , which shall
benot morethan 3inches(7.5cm) squareor 3inches(7.5cm) indiameter.
Thecentresof the singles sticks shall be 3 feet (.914m) outsidethesingles
Court on each side.

Toassistintheplacing of thesesinglessticksit isdesirablethat the points
n, n, should each be shown with a white dot when the Court is marked.



RULES OF WHEELCHAIR TENNIS

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF TENNIS

Appendix | Regulationsfor Making Tests Specifiedin Rule 3
Appendix 1l Alternative Scoring Methods (Rule 27)
Appendix Il Proceduresfor Review and Hearings on the Rules of Tennis

Plan of the Courts
Suggestions on How to Mark Out a Court

To giveeffect to the changesin these Rules and your membership of | TF please note:-
References to the International Tennis Federation or ITF shall hereafter mean ITF
Limited;

Referencesto Full Members shall be ClassB Membersof ITF Limited;
ReferencestotheRulesof the Federation shall meantheM emorandumand Articlesof

Association together with the Bye-laws of ITF Limited (collectively known as the
Constitution of ITF).

The Board of Directors may resolve any dispute, controversy or other questions of
interpretation (asfrom 1st January 1998) in accordance with the Constitution of I TF
Ltd.



The ITF Foundation is comprised of
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Any organisation interested in joining the ITF Foundation should contact:
International Tennis Federation Bank Lane Roehampton London SW155XZ

tel: +-44 (0)20 8878 6464 fax: +44 (0)20 8878 7799 email: foundation@itftennis.com
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